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O be fold by James Jaan Books 
£ ſeller in $:17/1nug, A Defence of the 
e ee of the Church of 
Scotland; wherein the Exceptions that: 
are laid againſt the Conduct of the Aſboi- 
ate Presbytery, by the reverend Mr. Curie 
in his Eſſay on Sep, ation, are examined, 


By William Iilſo A. M. Miniſter of the 
| Goſpel at Ber n 
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T is judged neceſſary to give the 3 
ſome Account of what gave Riſe to the 
following Proceedings of the Aſſociate Preſ- 


 bytery, and particularly to their Act, finding and 


declaring that the preſent Fudicatures of this natio= 


na Church are not lauful nor right conſtitute Courts 


of CHRIST. | 

The General Aſſembly, that met at Edi 
burgh, May 1738. authoriſed their Commiſſion 
ro take all proper Steps and Methods for duly 
fiſting the ſeceding Miniſters before the next Al- 
ſembly, to anſwer (as the ſaid Aſſembly think 


fit to ſay) for their irregular Conduct, and all 


the Parts thereof, Os. The ommiſſion, in 


ate be. 2 


9 
LY 


conſequence of the aboye;Powers given them b 


the General Aſſembly, Ag ar their Meeting in 


1 rfogefhet what 
they reckoned proper M 


November in the ſaid Let 


mittee of their Number to put the ſame in Qr- 


rr a Libel againſt 
the ſeceding Miniſters, And Aappointed a Com- 


der and Form againſt their Meeting in March. 


1739. at which Time the Draught of a Libel 


was approven, and appointed to be pur into the 


Hands of the ſeceding Miniſters, and they were 
order'd to be cited to the Aſſembly that was ta 


L 
me 


meet at Edinburgh, May 1739. 
The above Orde 
execute, the ſeceding Miniſters judged it their 
Duty to enquite into the Voige and Facguagy 
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concerning them, together with ſome Remarks 
upon both, that the Reader may have a full View 


0 Aſſembly, and as it ſtands by them referred to 


— 


J the READER: 


and what ſpecidl and particular Duty the Lord 
was now calling them to by the above Libel and 
Summons put into their Hands, and, after ſeri- 
ous Deliberation, they called to Remembrance 
the Conduct of Divine Providence towards them, 
how they were gradually led to lift up a judici- 
al Teſtimony for the injured Truths of Chriſt, 
and they were ſatisfied that this new Emergent 
of Providence brought them again upon the 
Field, and that it was a ſpecial Call unto them 
to teſtify more particularly and expreſly againſt 
the preſent Judicatures and their Proceedings: 
And therefore they reſolved, in Obedience to 
the Call of Providence, to come before the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly with a Declinature in their 
Hands; and, after the ſame was under the 
Conſideration of ſeveral Meetings of Presby- 
tery, it was given in to the General Aſſembly in 
the Manner narrated in the following Extract of 
Acts and Proceedings of the ſaid Presbytery, , 
when met at Edinburgh, May 1739. | 
It is alſo judged proper to publiſh the Libel 
as it was put into the Hands of the ſeceding 
Miniſters, and likewiſe the Act of laſt Aſſembly 


of the whole Affair as it ſtood before the laſt 


the next Afembly. = | 

When the Conduct of the Aſſembly 1738. and 
their Commiſſion, is conſidered, as alſo that of 
the laſt Aſſembly, it may be reaſonably 2 
| that 
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To the READER iv 


that it would have been more agreeable” to the 
Character and Duty of ſuch as profeſs to be 


Presbyterian Miniſters, and Watchmen over the 
City of God, in ſuch a Day of Backſliding and 


Degeneracy from the Lord, to have employed 


_ themſelves in enquiring into the Cauſes and 


Grounds of the Lord's Anger and Controverſy 
againſt us at this Day, and in asking after the 
good old Paths, that they might walk therein, 


than to have ſpent ſo much Time upon the 
Proſecution of a few Miniſters, upon no other 


OL iS 
4 

* 1 
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Grounds, if the Articles of Libel are duly con- 


ſidered, but becauſe they have been endeavgur- 


ing, through the Lord's Aſſiſtance, to witneſs 
judicially againſt the preſent Courſe of Back- 


{liding and Defection from the Lord, and, they. 


hope, with no other View, but that they may 

eſſay, through Grace, to diſcharge the Duty in- 
cumbent upon them as Office-Bearers in the 
Houſe of God, to the Glory and Honour of 
God, and that others might be excited to put 
their Hand to the Lord's Work, at a Time when 
the Tabernacle of David is fallen down, and 
when it may be ſaid, This is Zion which uo Man 
ſeeketh after. If the Time that the Judicatures 
have ſpent in proſecuting and libelling the ſeced- 
ing Miniſters, had been taken up in an impar- 
tial Enquiry into their own Sins, and into the 


Sins of this Land, and of all Ranks of Perſons - 


in it, both in preſent and former Times, it would 
have been a promiſing Token for Good of the 


Lord's Return unto us, and that our Breaches,  -- 


which, alas! are wide as the Sea, ſhould have 


been 
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__ To the READ ER; 


been comfortably cured and healed: But while 
the preſent Judicatures plead that they are inno- 
cent, while they refuſe to acknowledge their Ini- 
quities, and to return to the Lord, there can be 
no warrantable nor defirable Union nor Con- 
jun&ion with them. It may- be obſerved with 
Regret, by every one who hath a due Senſe and 
Impreſſion of the Iniquities of theſe Times, and 
of the Diſhonour done to the God of Glory, that 
the Judicatures, by their Proceedings, and par- 
ticularly by the Act of laſt Aſſembly againſt the 
ſeceding Miniſters, are involving themſelves 
more and more in a Courſe of Backſliding from 
the Lord; and as the Cup of our Iniquity is 
daily filling, ſo the Lord is now ſpeaking aloud 
unto us, by a formidable Conjunction of Po- 
piſh Powers abroad, in the Words of the 
Prophet, Iſaiah x. 5, 6. O Aſſyrian, the Rod 
of mine Anger J will ſend him againſt an hy- 
pocritical Nation, und againſt the People of my Wrath 
will I give him a Charge to take the Spoil, and to 
take the Prey, and to tread them down like the Mire 
in the Streets. And therefore it is the Duty of all 
Ranks to hearken unto the Call and Command 
of the Spirit of God, Zeph. ii. 1, 2, 3. Gather 
yourſelves together, yea, gather together, O Nation 
not defired ; before the Decree bring forth, before the 
Day paſs as the Chaff, before the fierce Anger of the 
Lord come upon you, before the Day of the Lord's An- 
ger come upon you. Seek ye the Lord, all ye Meek of the 
Earth, which have wrought his Judgment, ſeek Righ- 


; reouſueſs, ſeek Meekneſs; it tv 2*⁰ be hid in 
the Day & 22 Lord's Anger 6 
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ACTS and PROCEEDINGS of 
the MinisTERs and ErDess aflociate: 
together for the Exerciſe of Church- 
Government and Diſcipline in a Preſ- 
byrerial Capacity, met at Edinburgh, 
May 16th, 1739. 


8 a4 


Ar EIN BUROCRH, Mar i6th, 1739. 
HIC H Day and Plate, the Miniſters 
and. Elders aſfociate together in a 
Presbyterial Capacity being met, 
there was laid before them the 
Draught of an Act, finding and de- 
claring, that the preſent Fudicatures 
of this National Church are not lam- 
Us ul nor right conſtitute Courts of Chr ifts 
e and declming all Authority, Power und 
Juriſdliction that the ſaid Fudicatures may claim to theniſeluer 


over this Presbytery, or any of the Members thereof, or over 


that are under their Inspection. . 

The ſaid Draught having been under the Conſideration 
of rhe Presbyrery at ſome former Meetings, was, at laſt 
Meeting, referred unto a Committee of their Number to 


be tranſcribed in mundo, with ſuch Amendments as were 


agreed upon by the Presbytery, the ſaid Committee laid 
the foreſaid Draught before them tranſcribed and amen- 
ded as appointed, wherkupom the Presbytery- proceeded 
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' © to read over the ſaid Draught finding and declating 2 
above, which was accordingly done; and after ſome con, 
fiderable Time ſpent in Prayer and ſerious Deliberarioty WM 
thereupon, the Queſtion was pur, Approve of the ſame or 
not? Rolls being called, and Votes marked, it carried 
unanimouſly, Approve ; wherefore the Presbytery did, 
and hereby do approve of the foreſaid Draught of an 
Act, finding and declaring, that the preſent 7 4 = 
. of this National Church are nos lawful nor right tonflis 
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ö tute Courts of Chriſt, and declinhig all Authority, Power 
| and Furiſdiction that the ſaid Fudicatures may claim ta. 


zhemſelves over this Presbytery „ or any of the Members 
zhereof,, or over any that are under their Inſpection; and 
hey declare and enact accordingly ; the Tenor whereof” 
ollows. N 1 9 70 


ACT of the aſſociate Presbytery, finding i 
aud declaring, that the preſent Fudi- W# 
catures of this national Church are not 
lawfut nor right conſtitute Courts of 
CRS T, and declining all Authority, 
Power and Juriſdliction that the ſaid 
Fudicatures may claim to themſelves o- 

. wer the ſaid Presbytery, or any of the 
Members thereof, or over any that are 
4 nander their Inſpection; and particu- 
[| larly declining the Authority of a G- 
*'  meral Aſſembly now met at Edinburgh, Wt 
the tenth Day of May One thouſand ſe- 
Dion hundred and thirty nine Tears. 

| A* Edinburgh, the ſixteenth Day of May 1739. The .M 
| which Day and Place, rhe Miniſters and Elders, , Wn 


N aſſociate together in a presbyterial Capacity, being 
|, - met in che Fresbytery, and ſeriouſly conſidering, Thar” "BY 
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= 260079 and national Synods, as well as claſſical Pres? 
byreries, when duly conſtitute, and regularly proceeding, 
according to the Laws laid down in the Word by rhe Lbrd 
Jeſus Chriſt, the only King, Judge and Lawgiver unto his 
Church and People, are 4 and effectual Means, thro* 
the Divine Bleſſing, for edifying the Body of Chryft, for 
preſerving his Inſtitutions in their Beauty and Purity; for 
aſſerting and vindicating the Truths of Chriſt, when oppo- 
ſed and ſubverted by cunning Seducers, for maintaining the 
juſt Rights and Privileges wherewith Chr:ft has made his 
eople free, for purging the Houſe of God of ſuch as are 
erroneous in Principle, or immoral in their Practice, and 
for removing Offences whereby the Flock of Chriſ# may 
be wounded, ſcattered and broken; and conſequently, for 
maintaining and preſerving Unity, Peace and Truth, in 
the Church of Chrin, to the Honour and Glory of the Re- 
deemer, for the perfecting of his Saints, for the _— of 
his Body, till they all come in the Unity of the Faith, and 
of the Knowledge of the Son of God, unro a perfect Man; | 
and to the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Christ; 6 
and that they may not be toſſed to and fro, and carried a- 
bout with every Wind of Doctrine, by the Sleight of Men, 
and cunning Crafrineſs whereby they ly in wait to deceive 2 
But ſpeaking the Truth in Love, may grow up into him in 
all Things, which is che Head, even Chrift : Eph. iv. It, 
 ------ 16. As alſo, the Presbytery conſidering, that tho 
the foreſaid Judicarures .are an Ordinance of Chriſti, for 
the above and like valuable Ends and Purpoſes, yet it can- 
note be refuſed, that there have been eccleſiaſtical Courts, 
under the Deſignation of Synods, both provincial and nas 
8 rional, ſo corrupt in their Conſtitution, and ſo irregular 
in their Procedure, that the Keys of Government and Diſ- , 
_ KEE crpline, committed by rhe glorious Head of rhe Church to | 
EE tbe Office-bearers of his Houſe for the above menrion'd Ends 
and Purpoſes, have been perverred to quite contrary Ends 
and Uſes ; inſomuch, that Error has been countenanced 
and encouraged, a lax and corrupt Miniſtry have been ſup- 
_ = pr and ſuch as endeavoured to be faithful have been 
born down and cenſured, the Heritage of God have been 
EE Zcarrered and broken, Laws * Ordinances have een 
| ted 
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Inſtances of this Kind on Record in the Hiſtory of our 


- own Church in her ſeveral backſliding and declining Times. 


Likeways, the Presbytery, taking under their ſerious Con- 
ſideration the State and Situation of the preſent! Judicatures 
of this national Church, have found, upon the weighty 
Grounds and Reaſons afterwards ſperifed, That rhe faid 
Judicarures are nor lawful nor right cnſtitute Courts of 
Feſus Chriſt ; and therefore they are bonnd; and obliged in 
Duty to teſtify and declare ſo much judicially, and a ro 


decline all Authority and Juriſdiction which any ot the 


preſent Judicarures of this national Church may claim to 
themſelves over this Presbytery, or any of the Members 
thereof, as to their miniſterial Office, Conduct or Charac- 
ter; and particularly to decline the foreſaid Judicaruress 


as incompetent Judges in any Queſtion that may relate, ei- 
ther to the Seceſſion of any of the Members of :rhis.Preſ- 


bytery from them, or to the judicial Act and Teſtimony 


lately emitted by this Presbytery; as alſo, they judge them 


ſelves bound in Duty to refuſe and decline all Authority, 
Power and juriſdiction, which the ſaid judicatures may 


claim to themſelves over any of the Members of this Church, 


who have declared their Adherence to this Presbytery, and 
to the Act and Teſtimony emitted by them, and who have 
ſubjected themſelves to their presbyterial Overſight and 
Inſpection. 5 „ 

Tis with Regret that this Presbytery find themſelves o- 
bliged in Duty to take this Step. It would be Matter of 


great Satisfaction unto them, that they had not theſe 


Grounds and Reaſons, which are of ſuch Weight and Im- 
port ance with them, as to oblige them to til and de- 
Clare in the above Manner; and they reckon themſelves e- 
ſpecially called at this Time, to declare themſelves more 
fully and plainly, with reſpect to the preſent Judicatures, 
than they have hitherto done, in regard the ſeveral Mi- 
niſters of this Presbytery are cited to compear before this 
General Aſſembly, to anſwer unto a Libel framed againſt 


them by the Commiſſion of the late General Aſſembly, in 
| con- 


ted contrary to the Laws and Inſtiturĩons of che Lord Feſue 
_ Chriſt, as will appear from the Hiſtory of the Chriſtian 
Church in her different Periods,” and from the lamentable 
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conſequence of an Act of the ſaid Aſſembly: And therefore 
they reckon themſelves bound of Neceſſity (as Matters 
are preſently ſiruate) to take this Step; and they judge 
that they could not do other ways, in a Conſiſtency with 


we Principles of the reformed and covenanted: Church of 


Scotland, and with their Duty to the glorious Head of the 


Church; as alſo. with rhe Duty that they owe to the 


= Souls of them committed to their Charge; and to the 
Lord's Heritage and Flock thro? the Land. Neither could 
they do other ways, in a Conſiſtency with the Engage- 
ments they came ſeverally under, when ordained to rhe Of- 
ice of the holy Miniſtry, viz. That they ſhould ſtedfaſtly 
a dhere to the ine, Worſhip, Government, and Diſci- 
pline of the Church of Scotland; and that they ſnould, to the 
utrmoſt of their Power in their Station, aſſert, maintain, 
and defend the ſaid Doctrine, Worſhip, Government and 
Diſcipline; and alſo, that they ſhould never do any Thing, 
either directly or indirectly, to the Prejudice or Subverſion of 
the ſame. All which do oblige them to teſtify and declare, 
That the preſent Judicatures of this national Church are nor 
== lawful nor right conſtitute Courts of Chriſt; and conſe- 


quently that they cannot warrantably claim to themſelves 


any Power or Authority over the bers of this Pres- 


bytery, or their foreſaid Adherents. And they humbly 


and earneſtly intreat all Miniſters, Elders, and others, 

= who deſire to be found faithful anto the Lord in this Day of 
Perplexity and treading down, ſeriouſly to conſider the ſol- 

RX lowing Grounds and Reaſons of their preſent Act, Decla- 

ration and Declinature, and to weigh them, without any 

partial Biaſs, in the Balances of the Sanctuary. | 


Imo. When eccleſiaſtical Judicatures not only receive in- 


co their Number, but refuſe to purge out from among them, 
and continue to ſupport Intruders, and ſuch as are notourly 
W known to be guilty of ſuch ſcandalous Practices as make 


them obnoxious unto the Cenſures of the Church, and who 


therefore have no Warrant from the Lord and Head of the 
Church to ſit in his Courts, they cannot be reckoned law- 


1 ful nor right conſtitute Courts of Chriſt : Bur the preſent 

Judicatures of this national Church not only receive into 

their Number, but refuſe to purge out from among en 
= | | and 
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and continue. to ſupport Intruders, and ſuch as are notourly 
known to be guilty of ſuch ſcandalous Practices as make 
them obnoxious to the Cenſures of the Church, and who 
therefore have no Warrant from the Head of the Church 
to fir in his Courts; therefore the preſent Judicarures are 
not lawful nor right conſtitute Courts of Chriſt. It will not 
be refuſed, that the Head of the Church has clearly pointed 
out unto us, in his Word, who they are that ought to feed, 
rule, and govern his Flock. They muſt be ſuch as he has 
called, Heb. v. 4. and ſuch as he has ſent, Rom. x. 15. 
Tf, ina Civil Courr, where the Judges are of the King's 
Nomination, any ſhould preſume to fir down upon the 
Bench without the King's Warrant, or a Commiſſion from 
him, if this is known to the Subjects, their Allegiance ra 
their Sovereign binds and obliges them to decline the Court, 
and to hold and repute all their Acts and Deeds as null and 
void. And this is nor only the Caſe at preſent, with reſpect 
to the Judicatures of this national Church, when ſuch as 
have not the King of Zion's Warrant and Commiſſion to 
it in the Courts ot his Houſe are conſtituent Members of ec- 
cleſiaſtical Judicarures, bur alſo the ſaid judicatures ſup- 
port and encourage ſuch, and refuſe to purge them out from 
among them. It is notour, that in all Corners of the Land 
Men are intruded into the paſtoral Office, and impoſed up- 
on the Heritage and Flock of God, in regard Settlements 
have been carried on theſe many Years bypaſt by mere 
Church Authority over diſſenting and reclaiming Congre- 
8 and ſuch as have been thruſt into the Office of the 
Miniſtry, are received into Judicatures, and the right 
Hand of Feltowſhip is given unto them. Whatever ſham 
Pretences may be made, and whatever Fig-Leaf Covers 


may be twiſted together, to juſtify or palliate this Violence 


that is done to the Sheep of the Lord's Paſture, yet this 
Presbytery judge that they are warranted by the Lord's 


Word to affirm, Thar ſuch as are impoſed by mere Church 


Authority, upon the Footing of Preſentations, or other- 
ways, upon diſſenting and reclaiming Congregations, who 
are willing to chuſe and call Gofpel- Miniſters, have no Au- 
rhority or Warrant from Chriſt the chief Shepherd of the 
Sheep to feed the Flock, and that they are rather grievous 

1 | Wolves, 
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Wolves, who have entred in, to the rearing, renting, 
wounding and ſcattering of the Flock of Chrift, and conſe- © + 
quently, that they have no Warrant from the King of Zion 
to fic in the Courts of his Kingdom; and that ſuch Courts 
who receive and ſuſtain ſuch Men as conſtituent Members, 
notwithſtanding of Remonſtrances and other Means uſed 
by ſuch as were aggrieved, to have them purged out, are not 
right conſtirure Courts of Chriſt; and rherefore his Subjects 
Fx have his Warrant to refuſe and decline their Authority and 
juriſdiction: As the preſent Judicarures of this national 
Church are filled with many ſuch conſtituent Members, ſo 
it is notourly known, that thro? all Corners of the Land, 
notwithſtanding of manilold Petitions, Complaints and 
== Remonſtrances, the preſent Judicarures continue to ſuppore | 
% 2 _ Intruders, and refuſe ro purge them our from among .Y 
5 4 chem. , 
XZ - Likeways the preſent ſudicatures of this Church are con- _ ' 
ſtitute of a great many Members, who have given Ground 
= of Offence to the Church and People of God, by their 
= ſcandalous Practices, in promoting and carrying on a Courſe 
of Defection from our received and covenanted Principles; 
and who, by theſe their ſcandalous Practices, have rendered 
themſelves obnoxious and liable to the Cenſures of the 
Church; and againſt whom the ſpiritual Sword ought to 
be drawn, if the Diſcipline of the Church were faithfully 
and imparrially exerciſed. It is evident from the Word of 
Cod, that ſuch Shepherds, who ſcatter the Sheep of the 
Lord's Paſture, are under Scandal, and obnoxious to the 
Cenſure of the Houſe of God; for a Wo is pronounced 
againſt them, Fer. xxiii. I, 2. Likeways the Shepherds that 
rule the Flock with Force and Cruelty, the Spirit of God 
pronounceth an awful Sentence againſt them, Ezek. xxxiv. 
1.10. Wo to the Shepherds of Iſrael: Should not the Shep- 
berds feed the Flocks ?--- But with Force and with Cruelty bave 
oe ruled them Thus ſaith the Lord God, Behold I am a- 
ainſi the Shepherds, and I will require my Flock at their 
Hand, and cauſe them to ceaſe from feeding the Flock, Alſo 
uch as walk diſorderly, and not after the Tradition which 
vc have received from the Apoſtles of Chrift, are declared 
5 TY O 
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to be under Seandal, and liable to Church Cenſure, 2 Theff. 


iii. 6, 14, 15. 
In like Manner, according to the laudable Acts and 
Conſtitutions of this Church, particularly Act of Aſſem- 


bly 1638. anent Corruptions in the Miniſtry, and Act of 
Aſſembly 1646. Seſſ. 10. and Act of Aſſembly 1648. Seſſ. 


26. if Miniſters are ſilent, and apply not their Doctrines to 
the Corruptions of the Times; if they are Flatterers and 
Diſſemblers of publick Sins; if they are ſilent and ambigu- 


ous in the publick Cauſe, they are to be cenſured according 


to the Degree of theſe ſcandalous Faults; and, continuing 


in them, they are to be depoſed. And this is the lamen- 
table State of the preſent j udicatures of this national 
Church at this Day; they are conſtirute of many ſuch Mem- 


bers as are not only ſilent in the publick Cauſe of God, but 
Diſſemblers of publick Sins; they are conſtitute of ſuch 


Members who ſcatter and drive away the Flock of Chriſt, 


and rule them with Force and Cruelty, and who depart 
from the Traditions delivered unto us by the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt in the holy Scriptures; and yet they are not aſhamed 
of, but juſtify their ſcandalous Practices. As for Inſtance, 


the Judicarures at preſent are conſtitute of ſuch Members 


who have an active Hand in exerciſing a lordly and magiſte- 
rial Power and Authority over the Flock of Chriſt, and who 
have been active in impoſing Miniſters, not only on diſſenting 
and reclaiming Congregations, but even where the Presby- 
tery of the Bounds have likeways been diſſenting and reclaim- 
ing; and who have alſo invaded the Power of Presbytery, 


in taking into their own Hands the Ordination of Men to the 


holy Miniſtry, under the Shadow of a Power and Warrant 


from the Commiſſions of ſeveral Aſſemblies. Likeways 
the judicatures are conſtitute of ſuch Members, as have 


been active in enacting Laws and Statutes, N the 
Laws and Statutes of the Lord and Maſter of the Houſe; 


ſuch as the Act of Aſſembly 1732. anent the Election of WW 
Miniſters ro vacanr Congregations ; and the Acts of Afſem- 'M 
bly 1733. againſt rhe proteſting Miniſters, and the Mini- 
ſters of the Presbytery of Dumfermline. And though the 


Act of Aſſembly 1732. is repealed, yer the Scandal that the 


Contrivers, Framers, and Enacters of it were guilty of, is 
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5 1 
unpurged to this very Day, in regard the ſaid Act was re- 
pealed, only becauſe it was contrary to ſome ordinary Forms 
in paſſing Acts of Aſſembly: Bur the Diſhonour done by 
the ſaid Act to the Head of the Church, and the Injury 
done thereby to his Members, have never been acknow- 
= ledged and mourned over ; but, on the — vacant 
Congregations ſtill continue to be planted according to the 
== ſaid Act. Alſo, the judicatures are conſtitute of ſuch 
Members as have been active, either in ſcreening the Erro- 
nous from a juſt and adequate Cenſure, or in diſmiſſing 
them without any Cenſure at all; and they are not repen- 
ring of theſe and the like their ſinful Deeds; nay rather, in 
© the whole Tenor of their Conduct and Practice, they plead 
that they are innocent, and juſtify themſelves in a Courſe 
ot Defection and Backſliding from the Lord: Therefore 
== theſe are the Men who have ſcattered and broken the Heri- 
tage of God at this Day, and who have ruled them with 
Porce and Cruelty; and theſe are the Men that walk diſ- 
orderly, contrary to the Traditions which we have received, 
and who have cauſed Diviſions contrary to the Doctrine 
$2 hich we have learned, whom we are called to mark and 
void: Yea, theſe are the Men who, according to the above 
rired Paſſages of the Word of God, and the above laudable 
acts and Conſtirurions of this Church, ought to be depoſed 
rom the holy Miniſtry. Wherefore, ſeeing the preſent Ju- 


1 
., 


Nicatures of this national Church have not only received into 
vcr Number, but refuſed to purge out from among them, 
Hud continue to ſupport and countenance Intruders, and ſuch 
are notourly known to be guilty of the above ſcandalous 
ractices, which make them juſtly liable to the Cenſures of 
he- Church, and conſequently have no Warrant from the 
Nord and Maſter of the Hodſe to fir in his Courts: This 
resbytery cannot hold the {aid Judicatures, who are conſti- 
re of ſuch Members, as lawful and right conſtitute Courts 
f Chri/? ; and therefore are obliged in Duty ro refuſe and 
accline any Authority, Power 3 that they 


3 day claim to themſelves over the Members of this Presby- 


Fry, or ſuch as adhere to rhe ſaid Presbytery; as alſo, to 
hpold all rhe Acts, Sentences and Deeds, that may be done 
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or paſſed bythe preſent Judicatures againſt the foreſaidsy th 
: be null and void in themſelves. | 2 
2d0. If the Conduct of the Judicatures of this national 
Church, for many Vears bypaſt, is duly conſidered; how 
* they have been active in carrying on a Courſe of Defection 
and Backſliding from the Lord, by tolerating the Errone- 
ous, by ſupporting and countenancing Error, and by enac- 
ting Laws and Conſtitutions contrary to the Laws of the 
King of Zion; whereby miniſterial Freedom is ſuppreſſed, 
and new and unwarrantable Ternis of miniſterial and 
15 chriſtian Communion are impoſed, and whereby the He. 
| ritage of God is oppreſſed and broken, they cannot be 
Held and repute as free and lawful Courts of Chriſi. It 
is evident from the Word of God, that the Power and 
Authority committed by the glorious Head of the Church, 
unte her ſeveral judicatures, is a Power for Edification 
bi and not for Deſtruction, 2 Cor. x. 8. xiti. 10. The Judi. 
catures of the Church can do nothing againſt the Truth, 
but for the Truth, 2 Cor. xiii. 8. that is, for the Vindicati- 
on, Support and Defence of the Truth. The Church re- 
3 Preſentariveis in a ſpecial Manner the Pillar and Ground of 
19'S Truth. She is obliged to publiſh and declare, ro uphold W 
Ci. 1. and maintain the Truth, in a direct Oppoſition to ſuch Er- 
| rors as are at any Time vented to the Prejudice and Subver- 
ſion of the ſame. The Judicatures of the Church ought to 
point out Sin and Duty; they ought to rid Marches be- 
tween Truth and Error; if they do not diſcharge thei; 
Duty, when Errors are broached and vented, they are 
chargeable with the Prejudice done to Truth, and with 
the Growth and Spreading of Error; they are treacherous 
to their Lord and Maſter, unfaithful to the Flock and He- 
| ritage of God, and unto ſucceeding Generations: Bur rhe 
1 Preſent Judicarures of this national Church are tolerating 
N the Erroneous, and ſapporting and countenancing Error, as 

will appear from their Conduct, both towards Mr. Simpſon 
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(9 and Mr. Campbell; as alſo, from their Conduct of late to- 
1 wards Mr. Wiſhart. It is well known, that a Scheme of 5 


pernicious and dangerous Principles was vented by Mr. 
Simpſon. as 1s evident from his Anſwers to the firſt Libel; 


in the firſt Proceſs that was commenced againſt him; yet 


the | 


— . 


L 7 1 


8 55 

fr 1 and dangerous Errors which he maintains and de- 
U fends in his ſaid Anſwers have never to this Day been con- 
4 demned, neither has the Truth been judicially publiſhed and 
n aſſerted in Oppoſition to the ſaid Errors, even tho the 
— Committee of Aſſembly anno 1728. found it clearly pro- 
— ven, that he continued to teach the ſame dangerous Errors. 
e And when, as a juſt Judgment upon this lukewarm Church 
d, from a righteous and holy God, he was afterwards ſo far 
d left, as to impugn and deny the neceflary Exiſtence of the 
„Son of God, and the numerical Oneneſs of the Three a- 


dorable Perſons of the Godhead ; and when this was found 
elearly proven againſt him by rhe General Aſſembly of this 
Church, yet not only was he diſmiſſed with a flight Cenſureg 
but che Judicarures have never to this very Day aſſerted the 
Veity of the Son of God, in Oppoſition to the Terms in 
| Which this important Article of Faith was ſubverted by the 
Laid Mr. Simpſon. Likeways, tho? ſeveral dangerous Er- 
rors contained in ſome Books publiſhed by Mr. Campbell, 
& Profeſſor of Church-Hiſtory at Sr. Andrews, were taken 
under Conſideration by a Committee appointed for that 
Effect, and tho? the {aid Mr. Campbell did maintain and 
defend his pernicious and dangerous Principles before the 
ſaid Committee, yer the General Aſſembly 1736. thought 
fir to aſſoilie him from the Charge of Error, and to dif= 
miſs him without any Cenſure paſſed againſt him, tho 
his dangerous Scheme of Principles has a manifeſt Tenden- 
cy to ſubvert and overthrow natural and revealed Religion; 
as is made evident in the judicial Act and Teſtimony publiſn- 
ed by this Presbytery, to which they refer. As alſo, the laſt 
le- General Aſſembly, when ſeveral groſs Propoſitions wers 
the brought to their Bar, which had been excerpted by the Preſ- 
ing bytery of Edinburgh out of two Sermons that Dr. Miſpari 
had preached, yet that Aſſembly refuſed to examine, he- 
ther the ſaid Propoſitions were contrary to our Confeffort 
J Faith or not; but, inſtead of this, they acquit the Doc- 
tor, upon a Declaration that he made before them of his 

= Adherence unto the ſeveral Articles of our Confeſſion of Faith, 
to which it was alledged the ſaid Propoſitions were con- 
trary. By their above Conduct, the preſent judicatures of 
this Church have involved 3 in the heinous 
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and Sin of tolerating the Erroneous in miniſterial and chriſti- 
an Communion, and of ſupporting and countenancing the 
many groſs and dangerous Errors vented by them. 

Likeways arbitrary Laws and Conſtitutions have been 
enacted, whereby miniſterial Freedom is ſuppreſſed, and 
new and unwarrantable Terms of miniſterial and chriſtian 
Communion are impoſed : Such was the Act of Aſſembly 
1733. anent the Miniſters of the Presbytery of Dunferm- 
line ; whereby Church-Members are debarred from ſealing 
Ordinances, if they receive them not at the Hands of In- 
truders; and Miniſters, by the ſame Act, are threatned 
with the higheſt Cenſures of the Church, in caſe they diſpenſe 
ſealing Ordinances to any in ſuch Congregations where In- 
truders are ſettled, without Warrant from the ſaid intruded i 
Incumbents. As alſo, in the Act and Sentence paſſed a- 
gainſt rhe proteſting Brethren by the ſaid Aſſembly, both 
a doctrinal and judicial Teſtimony, againſt the above menti- 
oned and like Defections of this Church, was condem- 
ned: And the preſent Judicarures of this Church are ſo far 
from returning to their Duty, that the Violence done to 
the Heritage of God, thro' all the Corners of the Land, is 
ſtill carried on, as is evident from the Conduct of the judi- 
catures theſe ſeveral Years bypaſt. It thall only be further 
obſerved upon this Head, Thar the ſupreme Judicarures of 
this Church have carried on a Courſe of Defection from the 
Lord, in Oppoſition ro Inſtructions from many Presbyteries 
and Synods, as alſo notwithſtanding of Petitions and Repre- 
ſentarions given in to ſeveral General Aſſemblies from pro- 
vincial Synods, and from a conſiderable Number of Mini- 
ſters, Elders and Chriſtians thro' the Land. ö 

As the above Means, of Petitions and Repreſentations 
„ to the General Aſſembly of this Church, were tried before 
1 a Seceſſion from the preſent Judicarures was declared and 
1 ſtared, ſo the Neglect and Contempt that General Aſſem- 

| bly did caft upon the ſaid Petitions and Repreſentarions, lf 
401 was an Evidence that they hated to be reformed : Where- 
Ft fore, ſince the judicatures of this national Church have 
KR been theſe many Years bypalt active in carrying on a Courſe i 
| ME of Detection and Backſliding from the Lord, by tolerating 


i the Erroneous, by refuſing ro condemn Errors that have 
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been taught and vented, and to aſſert the Truth, in Oppo- 


ſition to the Terms in which the ſaid Errors have been ven- 


ted; as alſo by enacting Laws and Conſtitutions contrary 
to the. Laws of the King of Zion, whereby miniſterial Free- 


dom is ſuppreſſed, and new and unwarrantable Terms of 


miniſterial and chriſtian Communion are impoſed, and 


whereby the Heritage of God is oppreſſed and broken: And 
ſince the Judicatures of this Church, inſtead of acknow= 
ledging and mourning over the above and like Defections 
and Backſlidings, juſtify the Steps they have taken, yea, 


| libel and cite the ſeveral Members of this Presbytery to 
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their Bar for Cenſure, for no other Reaſon, if their Li- 


bel is duly conſidered, bit becauſe the ſaid Mininſters endea- 


vour to reſtify, in their Sphere and Station, Thar their a- 
bove mentioned Deeds are evil; and all this norwithſtan- 
ding that the ordinary Means have been ufed to reclaim 


a them: Therefore this Presbyrery judge they are well war- 


ranted, from the Law and the Teſtimony, to declare, That 


the preſent 1 of this national Church are not law- 
ful nor right conſtitute Courts of Chriſt, and therefore to 
decline all Authority, Power and juriſdiction that the ſaid 
]udicatures may claim to themſelves over any of the Mem- 


bers of this Presbytery, or over any that have declared 


# their Adherence to their judicial Act and Teſtimony. 


ztio. Tho? the Office-Bearersof the Houſe of God, in all 


their ſpiritual Functions and Adminiſtrations, oughr to walk 
== only by the Laws and Statutes of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and 
rho' their eccleſiaſtical Courts are held in his Name, who 
is King in Zion, and are ſubordinare to him alone; yer the 
pareſent Judicarures of this Church have ſubordinate them- 
ſelves unto the Civil Powers in their eccleſiaſtical Meetings, 
Functions and Adminiſtrations; and therefore this Preſ- 


bytery cannot own them as free and lawful Courts of Chris. 
»Tis very much ro be regretted, that the Rights of the 
Redeemer's Crown have never been aſſerted by the Judica- 
tures of this Church, in Oppoſition to rhe manifold Indig- 
nities done him, and rhe finful Encroachmenrs made upon 


his ſpiritual Kingdom, by parliamentary Acts and Deeds, 
and by unlawful Oaths, Bonds and Teſts, during the late 


Times of Tyranny and Perſecution; and we have Reaſon 
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ta acknowledge, .rhat, as a juſt Puniſhment of this our 


Jin, che late Act of Parliament anent Captain Jobu Por- 
tedus, appointed to be read from the Pulpits of Scotland the 


firit Lord's Day of every Month for the Space of a Year, 


is become a ſad Snare both ro Miniſters and judicatures. 


The moſt Part of the Miniſters of Scotland have read this 
Act in one Shape or another, and they have thereby ſub- 
jected themſelves, in the Exerciſę of their ſpiritual Function, 
to the civil Powers, in regard they have, in Obedience to their 
Authority, delivered the Doctrines and Commandments 
of Men, inſtead of the lively Oracles of God, to the Church 
aſſembled together for the publick Worſhip and Service of 
God; whereby the Sabbath of the Lord has been profan- 


fice ot the Miniſtry has been expoſed, and the Lord's Peo- 
ple ſtumbled and wounded. Likeways, by their Obedi- 
ence to the foreſaid Act, they have directly conſented to the 
Parliament's taking the Key of Diſcipline into their own 
Hands, in regard that, by one of the Penalties annexed to 
the ſaid Act, it is declared, That ſuch as do not read the 
ſame, ſhall be incapable of ſitting and voting in any eccleſi- 


aſtical Court, whereby the Parliament take upon them ro 


ſulpend Miniſters of the Goſpel from the Exerciſe of a con- 
ſiderable Part and Branch ot their miniſterial Work. As 
chis is a great Encroachment upon the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
and a ſinful Uſurpation of his Authority, who is the alone 
Juprems Head, Lord and Lawgiver to the Church, his 
own-ſpirituai Kingdom, ſo the Readers of this Act have, in 
0 far, apenly and exprefly given up with his alone Head- 
ſhip and Supremacy over the ſame. And tho' all the Judi- 
gatures of this Church, ſupreme and ſubordinate, have 
mer ſince the paſſing and reading of the ſaid Act, yer the 
Readers of it are nor cenſured ; neither is there any judicial 
Teſtimony emitted by the ſaid Judicatures againſt rhe Diſ- 
honour that is done to the King of Zion, and the Encroach- 
ment that ĩs made on his ſpiritual Kingdom by this late Act 
of Parliament. And indeed it cannot be expected, that the 


prefenr-} udicatures ſhould do other ways, when the moſt 
Part of the Miniſters in Scotland are involved in this griev- 


dus Sin and Scandal. 


And in regard that it is fo, and that 
no 
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ed, a wicked Generation have been hardned, the ſacred Of- 1 
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| co judicial Teſtimony is emitted by the preſent Judicatures 


againſt rhe foreſaid Act of Parliament, and the reading 
thereof, therefore this Presbytery cannot but look upon 
the Whole Body of this national Church to be involved in 
the Sin; and that the judicatures thereof do now practi- 
cally declare, Thar they hold their Meetings in Subordi- 
nation to the civil Powers, and not to the King of Zion a- 


lone; and that they have virtually and materially given up 


with the alone Headſhip and Supremacy of the Lord Jer 


over the Church, his purchaſed Kingdom: Therefore they 
cannot own the preſent judicatures as free and lawful Courts 
of the King of Zion. | | 


Upon the whole, in regard the preſent Judicarures of 


H | this national Church are conſtiture of ſuch Members as have 


no Right nor Warrant from the Head of rhe Church to ſix 


I in his Courts, nor to rule and govern his Flock, yea, con- 
ſtitute of ſuch Members who are ſcattering the Flock of 
= Chrif, and ruling over them with Force and Cruelty, by 


which and the like Practices they have given grear Scans 


dal and Offence to the Church of God; as alſo, in regard 
the ſaid Judicarures are, and have been for many Years by- 
WT paſt, in a judicative Capacity, carrying on a Courſe of De- 
=E& tcction from our Reformarion-Principles, by protecting the 
Erroncous, ſupporting and countenancing Error, impo- 
ſing ſinful and unlawful Terms both of miniſterial and chri- 
ſtian Communion, and other ways; and further, in re- 
gard the ſaid Judicatures have virtually and practically gi- 
ven up with their holding of the King of Zion, in, ſo far as 
they have neither cenſured the Readers of the late Act of 
Parliament anent Captain John Porteous, nor given any ju- 
dicial Teſtimony. againſt the Indignities done to the Re- 
deemer's Crown by the ſaid Act: | 


* 


Therefore, and for all the aboye Reaſons, this Presby- 
tery judge it their Duty to declare, likeas hereby they find: 
and declare, That the preſent Judicarures of this national 


% Church are nor lawful nor right conſtitute Courts of Chi 


and therefore they did, and hereby do decline all Authority, 


Power and Juriſdiction, which any of the ſaid Judicatures 
may claim ro themſelves over this Presbyrery, or any of the 


Members thereof, as to their miniſterial Office, Conduct or 
I 5 5 Character, 


— * 


2 © 1B 
-_* 
xz I. 
A _ — — —— — 2 i 
Ster TERS 


, ys 
— p JL 
ry 22 * 1 
on. > ne Art At ho) 
vo 


2 Bu - 2 8 
Spe Te 9 oP * 


Fo 


to 
(Ae Rs Fs Agog PATE 72 


- = 
SR os Flee 4 a 
= * 8 — 


_ 
PSs 
- _ — 


# 

— RES 
# 4-3, <4 — no * 2 _ x A 
2 = — * 9 4=—- - — — 


2 ů IN 
—— A A 


— * 


— 9 — NT 
— 


— 7 + 
as . 


— — — — 


— —— — 2 
yo — — 


which they have ſo deeply ſwerved, by ſo many lamen- 


—— ts —_— _— — — — — 3 — 2% 

% 1 4 5 * 

© £2 Saget df MET ESE ere ee —— — — . 

— — (th —— 2 — 2 3 20" — — eaten — —— — „ — oe 
= 8 mer d R — s 18 


. Wrote Ot 


and account any, whether Minitters or Probationers, who, 


22 J 
Character, or over any who have ſubjected themſelves to 
their presbyterial Over ſ ght or Inſpection. And particu- 
larly, for the Grounds and Reaſons above mentioned, the 
did, and hereby do decline any Power, Authority or Turiſ- 
diction, that this General Aſſembly, now met at Edinburgh, 
may aſſume to themſelves, of proceeding in a Way of Cen- 
ſure againſt all or any of the Members of this Presbytery, 
for their Seceſſion from the preſent Judicatures, their preſ- 
byrerial Aſſociation, or the Matters contained in the judi- 
cial Act and Teſtimony emitted by them, or any other Mat- 
ters whatſoever relative to the ſaid Seceſſion, and the ſaid RE 
Teſtimony; and that in regard the preſent Judicatures can- 
not be competent Judges in a Teſtimony for the reformed 
and covenanted Principles of the Church of Scotland, from 


table Steps of Defection from the ſame: And further, for 
the above Grounds and Reaſons, this Presbytery did, and 
hereby do declare, That any Act, Sentence or Deed, that 
may be done or paſſed againſt all or any one of them, by 
any of the preſent judicatures, whereby their miniſterial 
Office, or the Exerciſe therof, or their paſtoral Office to 
their reſpective Congregations, may be affected or prejudg- 
ed, ſhall be held and repute as null and void in itſelf; and 
that it ſhall be lawful and warrantable for them, norwirh- 
ſtanding of any ſuch Act, Sentence or Deed, to exerciſe 
their Miniſtry, in as full and ample a Manner as hitherto 
they have done, and as if no ſuch Act, Sentence or Deed 
had been done or paſſed againſt them. In like Manner, they 
did and hereby do declare, That notwithſtanding of any 
Act, Sentence or Deed, done or paſſed to the Prejudice of 
their paſtoral Relation to their ſeveral Congregations, that 
the People of their reſpective Congregations ſhall be held 

bound and obliged, according to the ſolemn Engagements 

they came under, when the ſeveral Brethren of this Presby- 
tery were ordained to the holy Miniſtry among them, ſtill 

to on and acknowledge them as their lawful and ſent Pa- 

ſtors; as alſo, that they ſhall be bound and obliged to hold 


in conſequence of any Act, Sentence or Deed, done or paſſed 
againſt any of the Members of this Presbytery, ſhall exer- 
% | | ciſe 


: 


E 
ciſe any Part of the miniſterial Work in their reſpective 


Congregations, as Intruders upon their miniſterial Work 
and Labours; and that in regard the Members of this 


Presbytery have been, and are endeavouring, thro' the 


Strength, Conduct and Leading of Divine Grace, to diſ- 


play and proſecute the Ends of a judicial Teſtimony for 
the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government of 
the Church of Scotland, and againſt ſeveral Steps of Defec- 


tion from the ſame, both in former and preſent Times; 
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to which Teſtimony, both Miniſters and People of all 
Ranks in this covenanted Land, are, by the ſolemn Oath 
of God, bound ro adhere. | 


The Particulars above mentioned are ſome of the Grounds 


and Reaſons that are of ſuch Weight and Importance with 
this Presbytery, as that they cannot own the preſent Judi- 
catures of this national Church, nor ſubmit to their 


uriſ- 


diction and Authority. And it is Matter of Grief and 
Concern unto them, that Matters are come to this Paſs be- 
twixt the ſaid judicatures and them. Their Conſciences 
bear them Witneſs, that they deſire Unity and Harmony 


in the Church ; but the Unity that they ought to deſire, is 


the Unity of the Spirit, even Unity in the Lord; it is ſuch 


W an Unity as may make for the Glory of God, for the Ho- 
nour of Truth, and for the real Edification of the Body 


"WE 


of Chri{: And therefore they do, with all Sincerity, be- 
ſeech the preſent Judicarures of rhe Church, to return to the 
Lord from whom we have every one of us deeply revol- 
red, and to acknowledge and mourn over the Sins of our 
Fathers, and the Defections of the Judicatures, Miniſters 


and People of the preſent Age and Generation; and to uſe 
proper Means for the Conviction and Humiliation of ſuch 


as have been intruded into the Miniſtry, or who have been 


active in carrying on the Courſe of Defection: As al- 


. ſo, they intreat them to diſplay the Banner of a judici- 


al Teſtimony, in aſſerting the Crown- Rights of the Re- 


deemer, and condemning the Encroachments that have 


been made upon his Crown and Kingdom of late, and in 


former Times; and to aſſert judicially the Truths of God 
thae have been of late aſſaulted and oppoſed ; and to con- 


demn expreſly the Errors that have been vented, to the ſub- 
fn verting 
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- And, for the other Reaſons and Grounds above mentioned, 


FEY 
: 


* [ 3s 3 — 

verting and corrupting of the Truths of God, and to the 

poiſoning of the Youth who are trained up for the holy 
Miniſtry. If theſe and the like Duties were ſincerely poin- 
ted at; then might this Presbyrery hope for a beautiful Uni-. 


ty and a deſirable Harmony with the preſent judicatures; 


but they are afraid theſe their ſincere and hearty Deſires 
ſnall be deſpiſed and contemned by the ſaid judicatures: 
And therefore they judge it their Duty, with all Humility, 
Tenderneſs and Earneſtneſs, in the Bowels of our Lord Fefas: 
Chriſt, to intreat and beſeech their reverend, worthy and 
dear Brethren, both Miniſters and Elders, who regard the 
covenanted Teſtimony of the Church of Scotland, and who 
deſire to be found faithful to the Lord, that, for the Love 
they bear to the Honour and Glory of the Redeemer, and his 
deſpiſed Truths, and for the Sake of the weary, broken and 
ſcattered Heritage of God rhro* the Land, as alſo that 
they may be in a Capacity to tranſmit a faithful Teſtimony 
to ſucceeding Generations, to come out from the preſent 
Judicatures, and from all miniſterial Communion with 
them, as they would not be Partakers in their Sins, in re- 
gard they are conſtitute, as ſaid is, of ſuch corrupt and 
ſcandalous Members, and are, in their judicative Capaci- 
ty, carrying on a Courſe of Defection and Backſliding. 


they alſo do, in the ſame Manner, intreat and beſeech their 
ſaid worthy and tear Brerhren, that they would make uſe 
of the Keys of Government and Diſcipline, committed unto 
them by the Head of the Church, for the Ends and Purpoſes 
for which they are given them; that they would pur to 
their Hand to lift up the Standard of a judicial Teſtimony 
for the born down Truths of God, and for purging and 
planting the Houſe of God in Scotland, according to the 
Word of God, and our Reformarton- Principles agreeable 
thereto, and after the Example of our worthy Progenitors 
in the Year 1638. believing, that the ſer Time for favour- 
ing Zion, even the Time that the Lord hath ſet, will come. 
As for this Presbytery, whatever the Conduct of the ſudi- 
catures towards them may be, and however they may be 
born down, reproached and deſpiſed, they are perſwaded 
the Cauſe is the Lord's; and however weak and unworthy 

| they 
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£ 1 
they are whom he hath ſibgled our in his adorable Proyi- 
dence to put hand ro a Teſtimony. for him, and whatever 
he may ſee meet ro do with them, they deſire to reſt in Faith 
and Hope, That the Lord will build up his Jeraſalem in 
Scotland, and gather his diſperſed [/rael into one. Extrac- 
red by me, (Signed) WILL. HUTTON Cls. 


The Presbytery proceeded ro conſider after what Man- 
ner their above Act ſhould be given in to the General Af 
ſembly now mer at Edinburgh,; and being informed, thar 

the ſaid Aſſembly had this Day determined to proceed upon 
a Libel formed againſt. che Miniſters of this Presbytery, 
and that, in order to this, rhe ſaid Miniſters ſhould be cal- 
led ro their Bar, therefore the Presbytery unanimouſly re- 
ſolved, that when the Miniſters of this Presbytery ſnould 
be called in before the Aſſembly, they would go in before 
them as a conſtitute Presbytery, and that their Moderator - 
hould read their above Act in Preſence of the ſaid Aſſem- 
ly; and in caſe their Moderator was hindred to read the 
aid Act, or ſtopt in Time of reading thereof, that he 
ghould pur it into the Hands of the Moderator of the Aſ- 
ſembly, or lay it down upon rhe Table, and that there- 
After the Presbytery ſhould retire from the Afſembly- Houſe 
Eo their Place of Meeting; the Presbytery did then adjourn 
ill To-morrow at Ten o' Clock, and concluded with 
Frayer. 3 


Edinburgh, May 17th, 1739. 


The Presbytery being met, and conſidering that, by their 
Veſterday's Act, they had found and declared, that the 
reſent judicatures of the eſtabliſhed Church are not law- 
ul nor right conſtitute Courts of Chriſt, they agreed to 
rontinue together in a conſtitute Capacity, and that when 
alle before the Aſſembly, to go in according to their Re- 
olution ar Yeſterday's Meeting; and the Presbytery havin 
ontinued for ſome ſhorr Time together, they were informe 
75 8 hat the Aſſembly were calling the Miniſters of this Preſ- 
Pytery by their Officer; upon which a Brother was deſired 
Wo pray for the Lord's Preſence and Countenance in-rhis 
| D weighty 


%. 


E 
weighty Affair: Thereafter the Presbytery went to the Aſ- 
ſembly-Houſe, where the Moderator of the Aſſembly told 

them, that tho? they were called ro anſwer to a Libel drawn 
up by the Commiſſion of the late Aſſembly, yet he was war- 

ranted in the Name of this Aſſembly to acquaint them, That 
notwithſtanding of all that was paſt, the Aſſembly were 
willing to receive them with open Arms, if they would re- 
turn into the Boſom of the Church, and to let all Bygones 
be Bygones. Upon which Mr. Thomas Mair, Moderator 
of the Presbytery, delivered himſelf in the following Man- 
ner. We come here as a Presbytery conſtitute in the Name 
and Authority of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the only Head and 
King of his Church, and ſince I am ar preſent the Modera- 
tor of the Presbytery, however inſufficient for and un- 
worthy of this Truſt, I am appointed, as their Mouth, ro 
deliver their Mind unto you, by reading an Act agreed upon 
by the Presbytery. But before the Aſſembly heard him 
further, they ordered the Libel framed by the Commiſſion 
of the late Aſſembly to be read: After reading whereof, 
the Moderator of the Presbyrery- proceeded to read the 
Pitt Presbyrery's Act and Declinarure, and, after reading 
15. thereof, delivered the ſame, extracted by the Clerk of Preſ- 
bytery, into the Hands of the Moderator of the Aſſembly, 

who received it out of the Hands of the Moderator of the 

Presbytery. Thereafter the Presbytery returned from the 

Aſſembly-Houſe to their Place of Meeting; and having 

{BHS ſeriouſly conſidered the Direction and Aſſiſtance which they 

151 hope the Lord has been pleaſed to give them, in their Eſſay 

5 at this Time, of teſtifying in the above Manner, the Meet- 

x ing of Presbyrery was concluded with Thankſgiving and 

q + Prayer. Extracted by 


WILL. HUTTON Cs. Presb. 
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The Libel that was put into the Hands of the ſeceding 
Miniſters is as follows. | 
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COPY of a LIBEL againſt Melis. 
Ebenezer Erskine and others, Mini- 
ſters, who have ſeceded from the Church 
of Scotland. : | 


Edinburgh the fifteenth Day of March, One thouſand ſeven 
hundred and thirty nine Years. 


W HE RE AS the Government of Chriſt's Church 
within Scotland, now happily eſtabliſhed by the 
Laws of this Kingdom, agreeably ro the Word of GOD, 
is ſettled in the Kirk-Seſſions, Presbyteries, Provincial 
Synods, and General Aſſemblies of this National Church, 


to which Government every Preacher and Miniſter of this 


Church, at his Admiſſion, ſolemnly engages aud promiſes 


| © ro ſubmir, and firmly and conſtantly ro adhere to the 
© ſame, and never endeayour, directly nor indirectly, the 


© Prejudice or Subverſion thereof, and to follow no diviſive 


| © Courſe from the preſent Eſtabliſhment of this Church: 


And whereas the Obſervance of theſe Vows and Engage- 
ments is abſolutely neceſſary to the Preſervation of Go- 
vernment and Order in the Church, and to prevent the 
Ruin and Subverſion thereof, and the contrary Practice of 
Schiſm, Diviſion and Separation from the Church, by Mi- 
niſters who have been admitted therein, and come under 


theſe ſolemn Engagements, ARE Crimes and Offences that 


are contrary to the holy Scriptures, particularly to the ſe- 
veral Texts and Paſſages thereof, which require Love and 
Charity, Peace and Unity, to be promoted and cultivated 
in the Church; theſe which condemn Schiſm and Diviſion, 
and the forſaking of the Chriſtian Aſſemblies; and, final- 
ly, theſe which require all Things to be done in the Church 
decently and in Order: And alſo the ſaid Offences are con- 
trary to the Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, and ſtand 
condemned by a great many Acts of General Aſſemblies, 
and alſo contrary to the foreſaid Engagements, and there- 
fore deſerve to be ſeverely cenſured: NEVERTHELESS 
it is of Verity, That you n Ebenezer Erskine Miniſter 
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at Stirling, William Wilſon Miniſter at Perth, Alexander Mon- 
erieff Miniſter at Abernethy, Fames Fiſher Miniſter at Kin- 
claven, Ralph Erskine Miniſter at Dumfermline, Thomas 
Mair Miniſter at Orwall, Thomas Nairn Miniſter at Abbotſ- 
ball, and James Thomſon Miniſter at Bruntiſſnd, ARE 
GUILTY of the above mentioned Offences and Crimes, 
in ſo far as you the ſaid Miniſters have ſeceded from this 
Church without any juſtifiable Grounds, by a total and con- 
ſtant Withdrawing from the Attendance upon, and Sub- 
miſſion or Obedience to the Judicatorics thereof, and are 
Per ſiſtin in your unwarrantable Seceſſion, notwithſtanding 

r ſolemn Engagements to the contrary at your Ordina- 
rion and Admiffion, the Clemency ſhewed ro ſome of yau 
in the Year One thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty four, and 


the Tenderneſs to all of you ever fincc. 


Further, you the 


Miniſters above named, have aſſumed a Power of aſſociat- 
ing and erecting yourtelves into a Presbyrery, and have ex- 
erciſed a judicial Presbyrerial Power, nor only over your 
own Congregations, but alſo over the whole Church, a 
Power to which never any Presbytery duly conſtituted in 
this Church could or did lay Claim; Thar, as a Presby- 
try, and in a pretended judicative Capacity, you, or ſome 
or other of you, have framed and publiſhed to the World a 
printed Paper, called Your Af, Declaration and Teſtimony, 
wherein you have pretended, not only ro aſſign the Grounds 
of your unreaſonable and irregular Conduct, bur alſo, with 
the Air of a paramount Power and Authority, to con- 
demn this Church, and the Judicarories thereof, for their 
Proceedings, and to caſt many groundleſs and calumnious 
Reflections upon Her and them. That further, nor confin- 


ing yourſelves to your own Congregations and particular 
Charges, you diſpenſe Ordinances ro Perſons of other Con- 


gregations, without the Knowledge or Conſent of the Mi- 
niſters ro which they belong; and have taken upon you, in 
ſome of theſe Congregarions, to ordain Elders, to appoinr 
and keep Faſts in different Corners of the Country, and, 
by theſe Practices, your proper miniſterial Work in your 
own Pariſhes is in a great Meaſure neglected. Moreover, 
that your Schiſm may nor die with yourſelves, you have 


preſumed to rake fome Perſons under probationary Trials, 
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and have actually licenſed one or more to preach the Goſpel z 


more particularly, you the ſaid Meſſrs. Ebenezer Erskine, 
William Wilſon, Alexander Moncrieſf, and James Fiber, have, 
from and fince the Month of Zune, One thouſand ſeven 
hundred and thirty four Years, been guilty of a total and 
conſtant Withdrawing from the Attendance upon and 
Submiſſion to the judicatories of the Church, and have 
been abſent from the Meetings of the reſpective Presbyteries 
within whoſe Bounds you have your fixed Parochial Char- 
755 and that without offering any relevant Excuſe there- 
ore; and you the ſaid Meſſieurs Thomas Mair and Ralph 
Erskine have, from the ſixteenth of February, One thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and thirty ſeven, you the ſaid Mr. Tho= 
mas Nairn, from the Twenty ſecond of September that Year, 
and you the ſaid Mr. James Thomſon have, from the T wen- 
tieth Day of June laſt, One thouſand ſeven hundred and 
thirty eight, the reſpective Dates of your giving in to your 
ſeveral Presbyreries reſpective, formal Seceſſions from this 
Church, withdrawn, and been abſent from the Presbyreries 


7 Meetings, and ſent no Excuſe for ſuch your Conduct. And 


you the haill Defenders above named, or ſome or other of 
you, did, at a Meeting of your pretended Presbytery, held 


at Abernethy upon the Twelfth Day of May, One thouſand 


ſeven hundred and thirty eight, or one or other of the Days 
of that Month, or of the Months of June or July that 
Year, licenſe one Mr. John Hunter to preach the Goſpel, as 
a Probationer for the Miniſtry; and thereafter, upon rhe 


Thirteenth Day of December laſt, One thouſand ſeven hun- 


dred and thirty eight, or upon one or other of the Days of 


the ſaid Month, you did, at a pretended Meeting held at 


Stirling, appoint and direct the ſaid Mr. John Hunter to 
reach at and within the Pariſh of Larbert, and other 
laces, in ſeveral Corners of the Country. Further, you, or 

ſome or other of you, did, upon the Twentieth Day of May 

laſt, One thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty eight, or upon 
one or other of the Days of that Month, — the Months 


of Zune, July, or Auguſt that Year, in a pretended judicial 
Manner, take under your Cognizance the Caſe of Archibald 
Edmumd, againſt whom the Sentence of the leſſer Excom- 

munication had been paſt by the Presbytery of 1 
; | a 
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and you found, that the ſaid Presbytery had acted unwar- 
rantably, and you declared the ſaid Archibald free from the 
Scandal for which he had been cenſured, as above, by the 
ſaid Presbytery, and appointed the ſaid Mr. Ebenezer Er- 
Skine to baptize the ſaid Archibald's Child. AT LEAST, 
you the ſaid Mr, Ebenezer Erskine did, in the Church of 
Stirling, upon the Tenth Day of Auguſt laſt, or one or other 
of the Days of that Month, baprize the ſaid Child, and, ar 
the ſame Time, declared your Warrant for ſo doing to be 
as above. SIKLIKE, you, or ſome one or other of you, 
in a pretended judicial Way, at a — on Occaſion of 
a Faſt held by you on the Twenty eighth Day of September, 
One thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty ſeven, in the Pariſh 
of Balfron, did abſolve from Scandal Thomas Buchanan in 
the Pariſh of Kippen, and Florence Grabam in the Pariſh 
of Drymen. .LIKEAS you, or ſome of you, did, at a 
Mering of your ſaid pretended Presbytery, held ar Perth 
upon the Twentieth Day of Od&ober laſt, One rhouſand 
ſeven hundred and thirty eight, or one or other of the 

Days of the ſaid Month, take upon you to excommuni- 
cate one David Leſly Baxter in Pleaſance, in the Pariſh of 
the Weſt-kirk-nzar Ediuburgb. MOREOVER you the 
above menrioned Defenders, or one or other of you, did, 
upon the Twenty ſecond Day of March laſt, or upon one 
or other of the Nays of rhe ſaid Month, conveen, with 
great Numbers of your Followers, at Braid's Craigs, with- 
in the ſaid Parith of the Weſt-kirk of Edinburgh, and then 
and there you did preach and baprize ſeveral Children, 
without proper Certificates from the Miniſters of the ſaid 
Pariſh, or the Authority of the Presbytery of rhe Bounds. 
As alſo, you did, upon the Firſt, Seventh and Eighth Days 
of March inſtant, or upon one or other of rhe Days of 
the ſaid Month, preach and baprize Children, as aforeſaid, 
in the Pariſh of Stitehill, Morbottle and Chanel- kirk. Fur- 
ther, you, or ſome one or other of you, did, at a Meet- 
ing held in the Pariſh of Linton in Tweedale, upon the Tenth 
Day of March, One thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty 
eight, or one or other of the Days of that Month, or upon 
one or other of the Days of March, April or May that 
Year, pretend to ordain, as Elders, a certain N —_ of 
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Perſons belonging to other Pariſhes than your ow and 


by theſe, and many other Enormities, you ha carried on 
and perſiſted in your fehiſmatical Courſes; an your Of- 
fence is aggravated, as to all or ſome of you, f your ob- 
ſtinate refuſing to confer with the Miniſters d your reſpec- 
tive Presbyteries, who, in Obedience to an Act of the late 
Aſſembly, deſired Conferences with you, in order to reclaim 
you. Laſtly, You the ſaid Mr: Ebenezer Erskine, upon the 
Twenty ſixth Day of February laſt, or one or other of 
the Days of that Month, proteſted againſt five Elders, 
Members of the Seſſion of Stirling, as Elders of Mens 
making, not of GOD's, and intruded upon the Congre- 
gation by an Eraſtian and Tyrannical Eccleſiaſtick Sen- 
rence, and ſummoned rhem by Name and Sirname, rheir 
Aiders and Abettors, from rhe Pulpit of the Church of 
Stirling, to appear before the Judgmenr-Seat of CHRIST, 
on the Day determined in GOD's ſecret Decree, to anſwer 


for their preſuming to officiate as Elders ; and this not- 
withſtanding that the ſaid five Elders had been duly admit- 


ted into that Office, and by Sentence of the laſt Aſſembly 
were declared to be intitled to the full Exerciſe of their 
Office, from which they had been for ſome Time inter- 
rupted by certain irregular Proceedings of you the ſaid Mr. 
Ebenezer Erskine, and of other Elders af that Seſſion con- 
curring with you. AND WHEREAS by Act of the 
late General Aſſembly, dated the Seventeenth of May laſt, 
One thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty eight, the Com- 
miſſion of the ſaid Aſſembly is authoriſed and appointed to 
take ſuch Reports or Repreſentations as were made to the 


Aſſembly concerning the Conduct of you the ſaid Mini- 


ſters, or as ſhould be made to the Commiſſion concerning 
your Conduct ſubſequent to that Aſſembly, under their 
Conſideration, and, if the ſaid Commiſſion ſhould ſee 
Cauſe, to take all proper Steps and Methods for duly ſiſt- 
ing you the ſeparating Brethren therein named, before the 
next Aſſembly, ro anſwer for your irregular Conduct, and 
all the Parts thereof; and alſo to do what they ſhould 
think proper to prepare and ripen the Caſe for the Deciſion 
of that Aſſembly. AND WHEREAS the Commiſſion, 

| ; ac 


„ ]. 
at their Meeting in November laſt, having conſidered the 
ſaid Repreſentations, and your Conduct before and ſince 
the laſt Aſſembly, DID RESOLVE and APPOINT 
that a Libel ſnould be drawn up and put into your Hands, 
and that you be ſummoned to compear at the Bar of the 
next Aſſembly, to anſwer for your irregular Conduct, and 
all the Parts thereof; THEREFORE the Commiſſion 
of the General Aſſembly, in Purſuance of the ſaid Act of 

Aſſembly, and of the Reſolution and Appointment of the 
Commiſſion at their Meeting in November laſt, and of the 
general Powers committed to them by the Aſſembly, DID, 


and hereby DO, grant Warrant to, and appoint 


— 


their Officers in that Part, conjunctly and ſeverally, to 
paſs and lawfully ſummon the ſaid Meſſieurs Eheneger Er- 
'Skine, William Wilſon, Alexander Moncrieff, James Fiſher, 
Thomas Mair, Ralph Erskine, Thomas Nairn, and James 
Thomſon, Miniſters, perſonally, or at their Dwelling- 
houſes, to compear before the next General Aſſembly at 
Edinburgh, the Tenth Day of May next, One thouſand 
ſeven hundred and thirty nine Years, within the Aſſembly- 
Houſe there, in the Hour of Cauſe, with Continuation of 
Days, to anſwer for the ſeveral Particulars above mention- 
ed, and to hear and ſee the ſame ſufficiently verified and 
proven; and being fo proven, to hear and fee the ſaid Aſ- 
ſembly give their T denn; and paſs Sentence in the ſaid 
Matter, as they ſhall find juſt: WITH CERTIFICA- 
TION, if the ſaid Defenders fail to compear, that the 
General Aſſembly may proceed as if they had been preſent, 
or cenſure them for ſuch their Contumacy and Contempt. 
AND LIKEWAYS the Commiſſion grants Warrant ro 
the Officers foreſaid, to ſummon all Perfons contained in 
a Liſt ſubſcribed by the Clerk to the Commiſſion, to com- 
pear the Time and Place above mentioned, with Continu- 
ation of Days, to bear true and faithful Witneſſing, in fo 
far as they know, or ſhall be enquired at them in rhe ſaid 
Matter, with Certification as effeirs. This, by Warrant 
and Appointment of the ſaid Commiſſion of the General 
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Day of March, One thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty 
nine Years, is given at Edinburgh, and ſubſcribed by 


WILL. GRANT Cls, Ecel. Scot. 
A Copy of the above Libel was put into the Hands of 


every one of the ſeceding Miniſters, by Appointme nr ofthe 
Commiſſion of the late General Aſſembly that mer ar Edin. 


burgb, March 1739. It is not here intended to trouble the 


World with every juſt and particular Remark that might 
be made upon the ſaid Libel, but only to offer a few gene- 
ral Obſerves upon the ſame, for the Vindication of the 
Conduct of the ſeceding Miniſters, and to ſhe the In- 
ſent Judicatures ot this national Church. ng wan 

In the Preamble to the Libel, ir is narrated, chat every 
Preacher and Miniſter of this Church, at his Admiſſion, 
<ſolemnly engages and promiſes to ſubmit to our Presbyte- 
* rian Church Government, and firmly and conſtantly to 
© adhere to the ſame, and that they ſhall never endeavour, 


© directly or indirectly, the Prejudice or Subverſion thereof; 


. juſtice of the Charge that is laid againſt them by the pre- 


* 


© and that they ſhall follow no diviſive Courſe from the pre- 


© ſent Eftabliſhmenr of this Church ;- and like ways that the 
© Obſeryance of rheſe Rules and Engagements is abſolutely 


© neceſſary to the Preſervation of the Government and Or- 


c der in the Church, and to prevent the Ruin and Subver- 
c ſion thereof, Oc. From the above and the other Parti- 
culars narrated in the Preamble, a general Charge is ſub- 
ſumed againſt the ſeceding Miniſters, of being guilty of the 
Crimes of Schiſm, Diviſion and Separation from the 


Church, and of walking contrary to the above ſolemn En- 


gagements. 


- The ſeceding Miniſters muſt with Regrer obſerve, that 


the preſent Judicarures of this national Church are unter- 
acting the above ſolemn Engagements and Promiſſes, by 


an habitual Act of Tyranny in the Adminiſtration, ſome 


particular Inſtances Whereof the aſſociate Presbytery have 


given in their Act and Declinature read in che Preſence: ok 5 Y | 
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be juſtly laid againſt them, of purſuing ſuch Meaſures as 
have a lamentable Tendency to the Ruin and Subverſion 
of our Presbyterian Government and Order, whereby they 
are guilty of Schiſm, Diviſion and Separation, by their De- 
parture from our covenanted Order and Unity, and exer- 
ciſing a Lordly Dominion, contrary to the Word of God 
and laudable Acts and Conſtitutions of this Church, both 

over Miniſters and other Church- Members. | 
It may be here juſtly enquired, how the Libellers of the 
ſeceding Miniſters come to pafs over, in their Preamble, 
the ſolemn Engagements that each Miniſter comes under, 
firmly and cloſly ro adhere to the Doctrine contained in our 
Confeſſion of Faith, as alſo their Engagements, that rhey 
ſhall, to the urmoſt of their Power, in their Station, aſſert, 
maintain, and defend the ſaid Doctrine. The preſent Ju- 
dicatures cannot but be conſeious ro themſelves of the hei- 
nous Violation of the above awful Promiſe and Engagement. 
by their diſmiſſing the Erroneous from their Bar, either 
without any Cenſure at all, or with ſuch Cenſure as was 
noway adequate unto the Scandal and Offence that they had 
iven; yea, tho' they have had many groſs and pernicious 
n under their judicial Cognizance, yet they have ob- 
ſtinately refuſed to aſſert and maintain the Doctrines con- 
tained in our Confeſſion of Faith, in Oppoſition unto the 
many dangerous Errors ſubverting the ſame, which have 

been brought ro their Par. 

Tbe Preamble charges the ſeceding Miniſters as guilty of 
ſuch Offences as are contrary to the Holy Scriptures, and 
particularly to thoſe Texts that require Love and Charity, 
eace and Unity, & c. as alſo of Offences contrary to the 
Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms : But here the Accuſers 
of the ſeceding Miniſters wrap up their Charge in Generals. 
The ſeceding Miniſters are libelled as walking contrary to 
the Scriptures, Confeſſion of Faith, &c. but not one par- 
cular Text of Scripture is condeſcended upon; neither is 
their any one Article of our Confeſſion and Catechiſins menti- 
oned, nor any particular Act of Aſſembly named. In e- 
very well regulare Court, where the Procedure is legal, and 
* NOT arbitrary, the Law is particularly and expreſly menti- 
oned, to which the Crimes libelled are ſuppoſed or alledged 
. to 
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to be contrary, and the ſaid Crimes are duly compared with 
the Law, and if they not are contrary to the ſame, the 
Libel 1s found ro be irrelevant ; bur the above general 
Charge, laid by the Judicarures of the Church againſt the 


| ſeceding Miniſters, is of a Piece with their former arbitrary 


Procedure againſt the proteſting Miniſters, anno 1733. _ 
charge them with acting contrary unro our Standards bor 
{ſupreme and ſubordinate, yet they have not pointed our one 


particular Text of Scriprure, or any one of their laudable 


Acts and Conſtitutions, unto which their Practice is con- 


trary. It is true, they alledge, that they are guilty of ſuch 


Offences as are contrary unto theſe Paſſages of Scripture 
which require Love and Charity, Peace and Unity, to be 
promoted and cultivated in the Church; but all the Paſſa - 


ges of Scripture which require Love, Peace and Unity, they 


alſo require that Truth ſhould be the Foundation of Peace, 
and the Bond of Unity and Harmony, Zech. viii. 19. Love 
the Truth and Peace. The Unity that we ought to purſue 
after, is the Unity of the Spirit, Eph. iv. 3. and the hol 

Spirit is the Spirit of Truth. That Love and Charity hic 

the Scripture requires, is very conſiſtent with a faithful 
Wirneſſing ere. the Sins of a backſliding People; yea, 
a free and faithful Witneſſing againſt rhe ſinful Opinions 
and Practices of our Brethren, is inſeparable from, or eſ- 
ſential to the very Nature of the Law of Love, Levit. xix. 
17. Thou ſhalt not hate thy Brother in thine Heart; thou ſbalt 
in anyways rebuke thy Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin upon him 
or, according to the marginal Reading, that thou bear not 
Sm for him. And it is plain, from the whole Tenor of the 
Libel, that the Practices of the Brethren, which are alledg- 
ed to be contrary to Love and Charity, are only ſuch Prac- 
tices as are neceſſarily involved in a free and faithful Teſti- 
mony againſt the preſent Courſe of Defection; which is 
ſo far from being their Sin, that it is manifeſtly their Duty, 
unleſs the Law of Love and Charity is ſuppoſed to oblige 
them to forbear a proper Teſtimony againſt a Courſe of 
Defection from the Lord: Bur a Suppoſition of this Kind 

is a manifeſt Contradiction to the whole Tenor of the holy 


Scriptures. 5 
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lar Inſtances are adduced to ſupport the ſame, and theſe are 
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Perth and Stirling to relax the ſaid Miniſters from the Sen- 


LR 
After the above general Charge, a great many particu- 


laid as ſpecial Articles of Libel againſt the ſeceding Mini- 
ſters; ſuch as, I That the ſaid Miniſters have ſeceded 
from this Church without any juſtifiable Grounds, &c. 
©as alſo that they perſiſt in their unwarrantable Seceſſion, 
c norwithſtanding their ſolemn Engagements to the contrary 
c at their Ordination and Admiſſion, and rhe Clemency 
c ſhewed to ſome of them in the Year 1734. and the Tender- 
c neſs to all of them ſince that Time.? | 
The ſeceding Miniſters have always owned that they have 
made a Seceſſion from the preſent Judicarures of this na- 
tional Church, but they refuſe that they have ever ſeced- 
ed from the Communion of the Church of Scotland; and 
they have publiſhed ro the World the Reaſons and Grounds 
of their ſaid Seceſſion, particularly in their firſt Teſttmo- 
ny, emitted anno 1734. which contains their Reaſons at 
large for their Proteſtation entred before rhe Commiſſion 
of the General Aſſembly November 1733. when four of the 
ſeceding Miniſters were thruſt out from the Judicatures by - 
the ſaid Commiſſion, and thereupon declared their Seceſſion - 
from them; they have likeways, in the ſaid Paper, made 
It evident, thar their ſolemn Engagements at their Ordina- 
tion, ſtedfaſtly co adhere to the Doctrine, Worſhip, Go- 
vernment and Diſcipline of the Church of Scotland, and that 
they ſhall never do any Thing, directly or indirectly, to the 
Prejudice or Subverſion of the ſame, indiſpenſibly oblige 
them to depart from Communion with the preſent Judica- 
tures, Who are carrying on, with a high Hand, a Courſe 
of Defection from our covenanted Doctrine, Government 
and Diſcipline, and who refuſe ro be reclaimed, tho' the 
ordinary Means have been uſed for this End. When the 
Libellers mention the Clemency of rhe Aſſembly anno 1734. 
towards ſome of the ſeceding Miniſters, they no duobr-mean 
the Act paſt by the ſaid Aſſembly, impowering the Synod of 


rence paſt by the Commiſſion againſt them: But ir is to 
be regretted that Juſtice was not done io the Cauſe of Truth 
by that Aſſembly, in repealing an Act and Sentence of the 
former Aſſembly, whereby a doctrinal — for 
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tion, were both condemned after a ſummary and arbitra- 


ry Manner; and while the Act of Aſſembly 1733. ſtands. 


unrepealed, the ſeceding Mimiters can never judge, thar 
the above Clemency, in which rhe Libellers „ ſhould 
have had the leaſt Influence upon the ſaid Miniſters to 
depart from their Proteſtation, or give up with their 
Teſtimony concerning Seceſſion, given in to the Commiſſi- 
on November 173 3. eſpecially when it is conſidered, that che 
Judicatures are perſiſting in carrying on a Courſe of Defecti- 
on from the Lorl. 2 | 

It is proper alſo to obſerve, upon the above Article of 
Libel, that the Seceſſion from rhe preſent Judicarures is 
alledged to be without any juſtifiable Grounds, and the ſaid 
Seceſſion is condemned as unwarrantable, and the ſeceding 
Miniſters are through the Libel charg'd as guilry of Schiſm, 
yer the Judicarures have never enquired into the Grounds of 


Truchy and a Proreſtarion for juſt and neceſſary Erna. 


— 


the preſent Seceſſion; they have never compared them witch 


the Law and rhe Teſtimony, neither have they examined 

8 them by the approven Acts and Conſtirutionsof this Church. 
Wee are told, that the Grounds of Seceſſion are unjuſtifiable; 
my and that the Conduct of the ſeceding Miniſters is a dange- 
rous Schiſm: But what is offered upon this Head to per- 
ſwade and convince the Members of the Church of the Ju- 

ſtice of this Charge? Nothing at all. They muſt take 

the bare Aſſertion and Allegation of rhe Libellers, viz. of 

the Aſſembly 1738. and their Commiſſion, as ſufficient E- 
vidence and Proof that the Grounds of Seceflion are un- 
juſtifiable, and that the preſent Seceſſion is unwarrantable. 

This is a dealing with Men by mere Church- Authority, 

and unbecoming ſuch Courts who profeſs themſelves to be 
Presbyterian, and who, according to their Principles, have 

no other than a miniſterial or ſtewardly Authority from the 

Head of the Church, and who ought to declare his Mind 


and Will from his Word, for the Edification of the Mem- 


bers of his Body. 
The ſecond Article of Libel is, Thar the ſeceding Mi- 
< niſters have aſſumed a Power of aſſociating and erecting 


themſelves into a Presbytery, G.“ The ſaid Miniſters 
judge that they have Warrant from the Word of God — 
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their Presbyterial Aſſociation, and they have given their 
Grounds and Reaſons for judging ſo in the Preface to their 
judicial Act and Teſtimony, to which they refer; and when 
they endea vour to teſtify againſt the Defections of the preſent 
Judicatures, as alſo judicially to aſſert the Truths of Chriſt, 

that have been oppoſed and controverted in our Day, 
they exerciſe no other Power bur what any Presbytery 
duly conſtitute, and in the ſame Si tuation with themſelves, 


may warrantably lay Claim to. 


The third Article of Libel is, That the ſeceding Mi- 
© niſters, as a Presbytery, have framed and publiſhed to 
© the World a printed Paper, called, Ad, Declaration and 
© Teſtimony, & c. | | | 223-1 

In the above Article of. Libel, the Act and Teſtimony 
is condemned in Bulk, without condeſcending upon any one 
Particular in it as contrary to the Word of God, or our ap- 
proven Standards; and the ſeceding Miniſters may ſafely 
challenge any of their Accuſers, to ſne them any one Prin- 
ciple adopted in their Teſtimony, but what is agreeable to 
the Word of God, and the laudable Acts and Conſtitutions 
of this Church. The Libellers alledge, That the judicial 
Act and Teſtimony caſts many groundleſs and calumnious 
Reflections upon the Church, and the judicatures thereof; 
but they have not mentioned one of theſe many alledged 
groundleſs Reflections. The ſeceding Miniſters judged it 
theic Duty to point out particularly the Deviations of the 
Judicatures from the Law and the Teſtimony, and from 


dur Reformarion-Standards agreeable thereto ; and 'tis ro 


be regretted, that the judicatures are fo far from being ſen-* 
ſible of their Backſlidings, that they juſtify themſelves in 
the ſame; and that when they are told their Sins, they 
condemn ſuch as deal plainly with them, as caſting calum- 
nious and groundleſs Reflections upon them. This is the 
Way that a backſliding Church and corrupt Church-Men 
have always purſued ; they have pronounced themſel ves 


innocent, and libelled and profecure ſuch as have dealt 
fairhfully and plainly with them, Fer. 11. 35. Vet thou ſayeſt, 
Becauſe I am innocent, ſurely his Anger ſhall turn from me; 
behold I will plead with thee, becauſe thou ſuyeſt] have not 
fenned, Jer. xviii. 18. Ihen ſaid they, Come, and let my deviſe 
oe, | 3 evices 


the Prieſt, nor 


„ 
Debices apninſi Jeremiah 3 for the Lam ſball not periſh from 
1 of from the Wiſe, nor the — Rp the 
Prophet; come and let us ſinite him with the Tongue, and let 
us not give heed to any of his Words. It is further alledged, 
© Thar the ſeceding Miniſters, in their Act and Teſtimony, 
© do, with the Air of a paramount Power and Authori- 
© ry, condemn this Church and the Judicarures thereof for 
< their Proceedings. If the Libellers mean, that a few may 
not judicially condemn the Proceedings of a numerous Body, 
which are to the Prejudice of Truth, then, according to 


them, Numbers muſt always bear the Sway ; and if Truth 


is voted out of Doors by Numbers, then it muſt be deſerted, 
wirhour a judicial Teſtimony .for ir. Ar this Rare rhe 
Teſtimony of the Reformed, againſt the Church of Nome, 
muſt be condemned, becauſe rhe Romiſh Clergy had Num- 


bers on their Side, and Luther and Calvin, and our other 


Reformers, according to this Reaſoning, aſſumed to them- 
ſelves a paramount Power over the Church and the Judica- 
tures thereof: But the ſeceding Miniſters may boldly affirm, 
according to the judgment of all our reformed Divines, 
Thar when the Word of the Lord is againſt a Church, and 
the Proceedings of the Judicarures thereof, any one Mini- 
ſter may teſtify doctrinally againſt the ſame; and if one 
Miniſter may teſtify doctrinally, then a few Miniſters aſſo- 
ciate together have Warrant and Authority, from the 
Word of God, to emit a judicial Teſtimony againſt ſuch 
Proceedings. | N . | 
The fourth Article of Libel conſiſts of ſeveral Branches. 


The firſt Branch of rhe ſaid Article is, Thar they do nor 


«confine themſelves to their own particular Charges, bur 
©diſpenſe Ordinances ro Perfons of other Congregarions, 
< withour the Knowledge or Conſent of the Miniſters to 
© which they belong 3? and the Libel afrerwards condeſcends 
upon their preaching and baptizing Children without the 
Bounds of their own Congregations, and without the Con- 
— . the Miniſters, or Authority of the Presbytery in the 

ounds. | 

As for the. above Article of Charge againſt them, tho 
ſecedipg Miniſters would reckon it much more eaſy Work 


and Ladour for them to keep themſelves within the _— 
TOE. 0 
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diſpenſe ſealing Ordinances ro ſuch who voluntarily, and 


The ſecond Branch of this Article of Libel is, © Thar the 


over the Walk and Converſation of Profeſſors, and who 


tering and opprefling the Lord's Heritage rhro* the Land, 


\ ag 
* 


ä 
of their own Congregations ; but fince the Judicatures of 
the Church are breaking down our Conſtitution, and ſcat- 


PER 


as the ſaid Miniſters have made evident in the Papers emitted 
by them, and particularly in their Act and Declinature 
read before the laſt Aſſembly, therefore the aſſociate Preſ- 
bytery are obliged, and judge ir their Duty, in ſuch a Situa- 
tion of the Church, to ſend ſome of their Number to preach 
and baptize in different Corners of the Land, upon Appli- 
cation made unto them by many of the Lord's aggrieved 
Heritage, who have ſeceded from the Judicarures, and who 
have declared their Acceſſion to the ſaid Presbytery; and as 
they diſpenſe the Sacrament of Baptiſm to none without ſuf- 
ficient Teſtimony concerning their Walk and Converſation, 
and previous Examination of their Knowledge, ſo they 
cannot ſee any Ground for a Libel upon this Head, unleſs it 
mult be made an Article of Libel againſt them, that they 


from Conſcience of their Duty, depart from Communion 
with the Judicatures who are carrying on a Courſe of De- 
fection, and who accede to a judicial. Teſtimony unto rhe 
covenanted Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government 
of the Church of Scotland. 5 


© ſeceding Miniſters have taken upon them to ordain El- 
ders in ſome Congregations. And this the aſſociate Preſ- 
bytery judge their Duty to do, that our Presbyterian Or- 
der and Government may be maintained and kept up a- 
mongſt ſuch as have ſubjected themſelves ro the ſaid Preſ- 
byrery ; and they judge it like ways neceſſary, in order to the 
diſpenſing of ſealing Ordinances amongſt them with more 
Safety, according to the laudable Rules of this Church, 
char Elders be ordained among them, who may watch 


may be capable to inform the Presbytery, or any of the 
Miniſters thereof, concerning the Walk and Beh aviour of 
the foreſaids. | 
The third Branch of the above Article is, That the aſ- 
© ſociate Presbyrery keep faſts in different Corners of the 
Country.“ As this is a Day wherein the Lord alls to 
| faſtmg, 


EW 1ͤ 


faſting, mourning and girding with Sackcloath, ſo *tis to be 


regretted that the preſent Judicatures are ſo very negligent 


in this Duty, and when they appoint Days of Faſting and 
Humiliation, they refuſe particularly ro acknowledge their 
own Sins and the Sins of former Times, and therefore the 
aſſociate Presbytery judge it their Duty to appoint Days 
of Faſting and Humiliation in ſuch Places of the Land, 
and amongſt ſuch as apply to them for that Effect, and who 


- profeſs their Willingneſs to humble themſelves under the 
many awful Signs, Grounds and Cauſes of the Lord's Quarrel 


and Controverſy againſt us. As for what is alledged, that 
the ſeceding Miniſters, by their above Practices, do in a 
great Meaſure neglect their proper miniſterial Work in their 
own Pariſhes, it is a bare-fac'd Calumny ; they may be ſa- 
tisfied to have their Diligence compared in their miniſterial 
Work in their own Pariſhes with that of their keeneſt Accu- 


ſers; and they may likeways confidently affirm, that not- 


withſtanding ot their Presbyterial Aſſociation and the Du- 
ties which ĩt does oblige them unto, they are as little divert- 
ed from their proper miniſterial Work in their reſpective 
Charges, as when they were in Connexion with the Judi- 
catures, and approven by them for their Diligence. 
The fifth Article of Libel is concerning *© their taking 


ſome Perſons under probationary Trials, and their actual- 


ly licenſing one or more to preach the Goſpel. The parti- 
cular Inſtance afterwards condeſcended upon in the Libel, 
is their licenſing Mr. John Hunter to preach the Goſpel. 

It is what the ſeceding Miniſters acknowledge, and own 
that they have licenſed the ſaid Mr. John Hunter to preach 
the Goſpel, after he had paſſed thro* the ordinary Trials, 
and was approven in them; and they judge it their Duty. 
not only to licenſe, but alſo to ordain = to the Work 
of the holy Miniſtry, whenever Providence ſhall open a 
Door for it, particularly among the ſcattered and broken 
Heritage of God, who are groaning under the Weight of 
intruded Hirelings, and can End no Help and Relief from 


the preſent Judicatures; and as their Relief is one of the main 
Ends of their Presbyterial Aſſociation, ſo, ſeeing that they 
are a Presbytery conſtitute in the Name of the Lord Zeſus, 

they doubt nothing of his ** to commit the een 


- nw 


. 


/ 


| 5 
Truſt to faithful Men, and ro ſend forth Labourers into his 

oppreſſed and waſted Vineyard. | 
The ſixth Article of Libel coincides with rhe firſt, only 
they dare the Departure of the firſt four Miniſters from the 
Judicatures from the Month of June 1734. bur if they had 
narrated Matter of Fact, they ought to have dated their 
withdrawing from the judicatures from November 1733. 
when the Commiſſion, in Purſuance of the Act of Aſſem- 


bly that Year, thruſt the ſaid Miniſters out from Commu- 


nion with all the ſaid Judicatures, and this is What the Li- 
bellers do very well know was the Caſe. 
The ſeventh Article of Libel is concerning the licenſing 
of Mr. John Hunter, which has been conſidered already. 
The eight Article of Libel is, That the ſeceding Mini- 
©ſters did, as a Presbytery, take under their Cognizance the 
© Caſe of Archibald Edmund, and declared him free of the 
© Cenſure of rhe Leſſer Excommunication laid upon him 
© by the Presbytery of Dumblain. 3 
The ſaid Archibald having, for the Help of his Memory, 
drawn up a Paper as Subject of private Communing with 
his Miniſter, relating ro the publick Defections, and any 
Concern he judged his Miniſter had rherein, with a declar- 
ed Deſign, mentionad in the ſaid Paper, ro pave the Way 
for his continuing to join his Miniſtry with the greater Free- 
dom and Edification, at the ſame Time ſubmitting to his 
Miniſter's Inſtruction in caſe he was in the Wrong. Bur the 
Miniſter, inſtead of endeavouring to inſtruct or gain his Pa- 
riſhioner with a Spirit of Meekneſs, by a friendly Commun- 
ing, upon his reading the ſaid Paper, falls out into a Paſſion, 
carries it before the Seſſion, the Seſſion refers it to the Preſ- 
bytery of Dumblain, where, after long Dependence, it iſ- 
ſues in a Sentence of Leſſer Excommunication againſt him, 
which was intimate by Order of the Presbytery from the 
Pulpit of Logie. The ſaid Archibald judging himſelf injur- 
ed, and having no Hopes of Redreſs from the ſuperior Ju- 
dicatories, lays an Extrad of the whole Proceſs before the 
aſſeciate Presbytery, who finding by rhe ſaid Extract, that 
the above Paper for Converſation was the only Foundation 
of the Proceſs againſt him, and that the Man had a good 
Title ro repreſent uuro his Miniſter what was aggrieying un- 
co 
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ro him, without Fear of Cenſure, and conſidering that the 


great End of their Presbyterial Aſſociation was the Reliet 
of the Lord's oppreſſed Heritage, groaning under the arbi- 


trary Proceedings of the preſent j udicatures, did therefore 


relax the Man from the ſaid Sentence, and appointed Mr. 
Erskiur to baptize his Child, which he did accordingly 3 and 


they can eaſily juſtify their Conduct herein before the unpre- 


judiced World, by publiſhing an Extract of the whole Pro- 
ceſs, if it be found needful. | 

The ninth Article of Libel is, © That one or other of the 
© Miniſters of the aſſociate Presbytery did, on Occaſion of 


a Faſt held ar Baſfron, abſolve from Scandal Thomas Bu- 


* chanan and Florence Grabam.” The Caſe is in ſhort this. 
The ſaid Thomas Buchanan and Florence Graham, being in 
Acceſſion to the Presbytery, were married at Stirling upon 
the Monday after the diſpenſing the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper at Gorgumock, and in their Way Home they paſſed 
by the Meeting for Worſhip at Gargunnock, with a Bag- 
pipe playing before the Company; as this gave juſt Ground 
of Offence, ſo they were conveened before the aſſociate Seſ- 
fon of Balfron, and appointed to be rebuked publickly, 
which was accordingly done by one of the Miniſters of the 
aſſociate Presbyrery ; and it is left to the unprejudiced 
World to judge if this is juſt Ground for an Article of Li- 
bel. It may only be further noticed, that tho? the ſaid 
Buchanan oppoſed that Practice of playing on the Pipe at 

that Time, and yet was cenſured as above for not oppoſing 
it more effectually, yet we have not heard that any of theſe 
that were in Company with him, and who were more ac- 
tive in that ſcandalous Practice, and are ſtill in Communten 
with the Church- Judicatures, have ever been cenſured for 
the ſame. 

The tenth Article of Libel is, That the aſſociate Preſ- 
byrery did rake upon them to excommunicate one David 
* Leſly Baxter in Pleaſance in the Pariſh of Weſt- Kirk near 
Edinburgh. The Caſe is briefly as follows. The ſaid 
David Leſiy having acceded to the Presbytery, did, after 
the ſaid Acceſſion, eſpouſe ſome Principles everſive of ci- 
vil Government, and having read a Paper before a Com- 


mittee of the whole Houſe, containing his {aid dangerous 
| Principles, 
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Principles, he was cited unto the Presbytery; and tho? the 
Presbytery uſed Means to reclaim him, yet he adhered te- 
naciouſly to his Principles, and at the ſame Time ſhewed 
an inſolent Contempt of the Presbytery, and therefore they 
Judged ir their Duty to teſtify againſt his extravagant Prin- 
ciples and contumacious Practice, by laying him under the 
Sentence of Leſſer Excommunication, and by recommend- 
ing it to thoſe that are under their Inſpection to withdraw 
from him, as a Brother that walks diſorderly; and it may 
be ſurpriſing that Judicatures, who make ſuch liberal Pro- 
feſſions of Loyalty to the civil Government, ſhould make 
it an Article of Libel againſt the ſeceding Miniſters, viz. 
their inflicting the above Cenſure upon one who had not ont 
ly vented, but with the greateſt Contumacy maintained and 
aſſerted Principles everſive of civil Government, refuſing 
and diſpiſing the proper Means of Information and Inſtruc- 
. that he might be reclaimed from the Error of his 
Way. . | 

After ſome other Articles of Libel which have been al- 
ready upon the Matter conſidered, the laſt Article of Libel 
is laid againſt Mr. Ebenezer Erskine, Miniſter of the Goſpel 
at Stirling, for proteſting from rhe Pulpit of the Church of 
Stirling, againſt five Elders there, which Proteſtation is 
narrated by the Libellers after their own Way; bur that 
the unprejudiced World may be ſatisfied, it is thought pro- 
per to give the following ſhorr Narrative of the Caſe. 
The two Miniſters of Stirling, particularly the late re- 
verend Mr. Alexander Hamilton, having oppoſed the In- 
truſion of Mr. James Mackie upon the Pariſh of Sz. Ni- 
niaus, who was obtruded upon that People by a riding 
Committee, the ſaid Mr. Mackie did his urmoſt, in a Way 
of Reſentment, to diſturb the Peace and Quiet of the Mi- 
niſters and Congregarion of Stirling; for which End he 
inſinuated himſelf upon five of the Members of Seſſion, who 
had formerly lived in as much Unity with their Miniſters as 
any of rhe reſt, and who had concurred with them in wit- 
neſſing againſt the Proceedings of the Judicarures, as is to 
be ſeen in the State of the Proceſs againſt Mr. Erskine. 
However, a little after Mr. Mackie was intruded upon S:. 


Ninians, they began to withdraw from Diets of Seſſion for 
Prayer, 


n 
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Prayer, privy Cenſure and ordinary Buſinefs, except when 
they came to ſerve a Turn, for which Conduct they were 
gravely and judicially rebuked by the worthy Mr. Alea 


dier Hamilton, a little before the Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 


ment of the Lord's —_— in Stirling, April 1737. ; 

Inſtead of receiving the Rebuke kindly, and as precious 
Oil, they behaved as if that worthy. Man had broken their 
Heads, for immediately after it they deferred rhe Seſſion, 


without giving any Reaſon for their ſo d6ing, and tho? 


ſent for again and again to attend the Seſſion, and the 
Duties of their Office, eſpecially upon the Occaſion of the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper in the Place, rhey obſti- 
nately refuſed, turning their Back, not only upon their Mi- 
niſters and Fellow - Elders, but alſo upon the Ordinances of 


God, all of them, except one, leaving the Town and going 


to neighbouring Congregations, that Day the Sacrament 
was celebrated in the Place, to the great Offence and Scan- 
dal of Religion. 5 | 
The two Miniſters of Stirling, Mr. Hamilton and Mr. 
Erskine, 1n order to prevent the Profanarion of the Table 
of rhe Lord, entred upon a Reſolution to examine private- 
ly all that ſhould be admitted, and ro appoint Diets for 
that Effect, and at the ſame Time agreed to read the pub- 


lick Warning which follows. - 


Advertiſement with reſped? to intended Communicants, agreed 
upon by the Miniſters of the Place, Stirling, Feb. 3. 1737. 


Imo. Thar none apply for the Benefit of that Ordinance, 
who have not a tolerable Acquaintance with the Principles 
of our holy Religion, with their loſt Eſtate in the firſt Adam, 
and Breach of a Covenant of Works, and the Way of Re- 
covery by a ſecond Adam, and Covenant of rich and free 
Grace, and thro' Faith in him, and who are unacquainted 
with the Nature, Uſe and Ends of the Sacraments of the 
New Teſtament, particularly that of the Lord's Supper 
now in View. 246. That none apply for the Benefit of chat 


Ordinance, who are Enemies to the covenanted Doctrine, 


Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government of the Church of 


Chriſt in this Land, and who are not reſolved a pe 
| | cleave 
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cleave to the Lord with full Purpoſe of Heart, in Faith, 
Love and goſpel Obedience thereunto. 37/0. That none app] 
for the Benefit of that Ordinance, who live in the Negle 
of ſecrer and Family-Worthip, or do for ordinary, abſent 
from publick Worſhip, whether on Sabbath or Week-Day, 
unneceſſarily, and flight Diets of n as if thoſe 
were not worthy of their Attendance. 40. That none ap- 
ply for the above Benefit, who have not a Convei ſation 
becoming the Goſpel, in Religion, Righteouſneſs and So- 
briety, but are ungodly and immoral in their Practice, ſuch 


as Curſers, Swearers, perjured Perſons, falſe Witneſſes, 
Liars, Backbitters, Sabbath- Breakers, unclean Perſons, 


Drunkards, Tipplers; alſo thoſe that are unfaithful in their 
ſeveral Stations and Relations, whether as Superiors, In- 


feriors, or Equals, particularly ſuch as drive any unlawful 


Trade or Occupation, or who do not make a lawful Uſe 
of their lawful Callings, or who are Chearers, or Oppreſ- 
ſors of their Neighbours ; and likeways all thoſe that are at 
Variance with their Neighbours, or who entertain Ma- 
lice in their Heart at them. | 

This Practice of the two Miniſters, according to the 
above Reſolve, was mightily cried down by thoſe who 
wanted to kindle the Flame of Jealouſy and Diviſion in 
the Place, as if it were a Thing abſolutely unlawful or 
unprecedented, alrho? it is well known that the like Prac- 
rice has been obſerved by a great many Miniſters in rhis 


Church, in order to prevent unworthy partaking of that 


ſolemn Ordinance. 1 

The five Elders were prompted to make the above Prac- 
rice a Ground of Complaint unto the Judicarures ; accord- 
ingly after the Sacrament, when rhe Seſſion was mer for 
diſtributing the Collections to the Poor, the foreſaid five 
Elders compear with a Proteſt full of falſe and injurious 
Reflections upon their Miniſters and Fellow-Elders, with- 
al proteſting that all the Acts and Deeds of the Seſſion 
ſhould be held null and void, while Mr. Erskine ſat there 
as Moderator or Member, altho' his Relation to the Con- 
gregation of Stirling ſtill ſubſiſted. | | 

Means having been uſed ro bring this Proteſt to the ſupe- 


rior Judicatures, the reverend Mr. Hamilton was called 
| 1 home 
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home to Glory, January 1738. while this Proceſs was in 
Dependence; and as he was frequently heard to ſay, that 
theſe five Men would bring his grey Hairs with Sorrow to the 
Grave, ſo they expreſſed ſo little Concern at the Removal of 
that faithſul Miniſter of Jeſus Chrift from among them, that 
when his Corps was within two Hours or thereby of its 
Incermenr, they were inſiſting before rhe Presbytery then 


ſitting, that their Proceſs againſt him and the other Mem- 


bers of Seſſion ſhould be called and judged in; however, 
theſe are the Men that muſt be ſupported in order to pave 
the Way for the Intruſion of a Miniſter upon the Congrega- 
tion of Stirling. Accordingly, when the Proceſs is car- 
ried before the ſuperior Judicatures, theſe five Elders are 
approven in their Conduct, and declared to be the only 
Seſſion of Srirling, and the other twelve Elders, who ad- 
hered to their Miniſters in the faithful Exerciſe of Diſcipline, - 
according to the Rules and Conſtitutions of this Church, 
and particularly in ſetting that Rail about the Table of rhe 
Lord, which they are expreſly warranted and commanded 
in the Word to do, are condemned without any Libel or 
alledged Crime; and it is left ro the Unprejudiced to judge, 
whether the Conduct of the judicatures, in this Matter, has 
not an evident Tendency to ſet up the Synagogue of Satan in 
the Place, to the Contempt and Ruin of the Diſcipline of 
the Houſe of Chriſt therein. | 255 5 

And now, to proceed to the ſpecial Article of Libel a- 


gainſt Mr. Erskine, altho* no ecclefiaſtick Judicarure has 


found the twelve Elders actually ſuſpended from any Part 
of their Office, yet the Magiſtrates of Stirling interpoſed 
their Authority, by prohibiring them to collect the Offer- 
ings for the Poor, and appoinring the five Elders only to 
ſtand at the Church Doors for that Effect: (which, bythe 
By, they have done ever ſince, to the great Loſs of the Poor 
in the Place, and all of them, except one, withdraw from 
the publick Worſhip immediately after the Congregation 1s. 
conveened) Whereupon Mr. Erskine, finding that the Li- 
berties and Privileges of Chriſt's Kingdom were ſo openly 
invaded, and ſeeing no viſible Way of Redreſs, judged him- 
ſelf obliged, as Miniſter of the Place, upon the 25 Day of. 


February, 1739. being the firſt Day that the five Elders 
collected 
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collected at the Appoĩntment of the Magiſtrates, to exoner 
himſelf by a doctrinal Proteſtation, in Preſence of the Con- 
gregation, in the following expreſs Terms. 


In regard every Thing in thẽ Houſe of the God of Heaven 
© ought to be done according to the Will of the God t Hea- 
t ven, every Pin of God's Tabernagle in the Old Teſta- 
ment was to be framed and ſet according to the Pattern 
© ſhewed in the Holy Mount, all the Officers and Offerings 
c of that Difpenſation were to be of God's Deſignation and 
© Appointment, much more ought it to be ſo under the New 
© Teſtament Church, of which the Old Tabernacle was a 
Type and Shadow. And becauſe I perceive Men ſtanding 
© at the Gates of this, Houſe, collecting the Offerings of the 
Lord, who are intruded upon this Copgregation, to the Ex- 
< clufion of the lawful Officers, whom worthy Miniſters of 
© this Place, now in Glory, as well as myſelf, have owned, 
© and to whom this Congregation have all along ſubjected 
© as Charch-Officers and Rulers in the Houſe of God, bur 
care now excluded by an Eraſtian and tyrannical Authority, 
Civil and Eccleſiaſtick, without any Libel, Proceſs, or 
© pretended Crime, but merely by the arbitrary Will of ec- 
© cleftaſtical Courts, ſupporred now by the civil Authority 
© of this Place; THEREFORE, for my own Exonera- 
c tion, I, in rhe Name of that Great Lord, erernal Son of 


God, the only King and Head of his Church, by whoſe 


© Althority alone Officers are ordained or depoſed in his 
Church, and in the Name of the injured Elders of this Con- 
© gregation, and in the Name of all in this Congregation 
© who adhere to them and me, as their Officers and Church- 
Rulers, DO PRO TEST againſt this violent Intruſion 
© of the five” Elders after ſpecified, as a notorious Invaſion 
© upon the Prorogative of my great Lord and Maſter Je- 
© {us Chriſt, as a violent Thruſt at my own Miniſtry, con- 
© rrary to the ſolemn Coyenant berween this Congregation 
and me, as a Robbery and Rape committed upon this 
© Congregation, contrary to the Liberties wherewirh Christ 
© hath made them free, and an Injury done to the lawful 
© Officers thereof; and I do PROTEST, that my offici- 


| Eating in this Place is no countenancing of this Intruſion, 


© and that all the Iniquiry and bad Conſequences 22 
© 1 * 


„ . 

n Deed, with Relation to the Poor and other ways, ſhall be 
charged upon theſe Elders and thoſe who have authoriſed 

en them in this their Way. And I, for my further Exonera- 

A- 

A- 


tion, as a Meſſenger and Herauld of the Great King whoſe 


| © Name is The Lord of Hoſts, do in his Name SUMMON 
mm the following pretended and intruded-Elders, Henry Chri- 
os « flie, William Maben, Robert Banks, Andrew Millar, and 
nd WW © Henry Allan, who have broken the comely Order of the 
e © Houſe of God in this Place, and all, whether in eccleſia- 
sa tick or civil Authority, or others who have aided, abet- 
ng ted and coynrenanced them in this their Wickedneſs and 
the Iniquity, to compear before the Bar of Chriſt, the King 
A- and Head of his Church, at the Time he hath in Sove- 
of reignty appointed, to anſwer for their Conduct. I do 


ed, alſo, by the ſame Authority as above, warn all in this 


ted © Congregation under my Inſpection, to beware of counte- 
but © nancing or owning the above mentioned Men as lawful Of- 
ty, ficers in the Church of Chriſt, as they would not partake 

or of their Sin and Puniſhment. © As for particular Reaſons 
ec- of this Proteſtation, they ſhall; if rhe Lord will, be ex- 
iry © *rended at more Length, and read openly to this Congrega- 
ra- tion, if Need be, and the Occaſton of this Proteſt and De- 
2 of I claration be cominued.“ „ 
oſe This Proteſt and Summons is by the Commiſſion ot the 
his General Aſſembly looked upon with fuch an odious Aſpect, 
on- || that they make it a ſpecial Article of Libel againſt Mr. Er- 
ion ine: Bur had they conſulted the Hiſtory of this Church, 
. and conſidered the Nature of the miniſterial Work, parti- 
cularly of a dodtrinul Proteſt againſt notorious Offenders ſup- 
ported by corrupt Judicatures, they would have been far 


inconſiſtent with the Duty of a Miniſter, when unjuſt and 
unlawful Sentences are paſſed to the manifeſt Detriment of 
Chriſt's Kingdom, and no probable View of Redreſs. 

The Hiſtory of rhis Church affords ſeveral Examples of 
this Sort, which ſhall be here inſert as Witneſſes againſt rhe 
Men of this Generation, when they ſee how boldlythe'Men 
of God, in former Times, contended for the Rights and 
Privileges of Chriſt's _ a ur 


from condemning this Step as unprecedented, or any way 
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Mr. Andrew Duncan Miniſter at Crail, having compear- 
ed upon a Citation before the High Commiſſion Court at Sr. 
Andrews, April 22. 1619. he declined the Court; and after 
they pronounced the Sentence of Depoſition and Impriſon- 
ment upon him, he gave in the following Proteſtation. 
© Now ſeeing I have done nothing in this Buſineſs whereof I 
© have been accuſed of you, bur have been ſerving Chriſt Feſus 
© my Maſter, in rebuking Vice in Simplicity and Righte- 
© ouſneſs of Heart, I proteſt for a Remeed at God the righ- 
© reous Judge his Hands, to whom Vengeance belongeth, 
and who will repay, and ſummon you before his dreadful. 
judgment - Seat, to be cenſured and puniſhed for ſuch unrigh- 
© reous Dealing, at ſuch Time as his Majeſty (meaning the 
© righreous Judge of all the Earth) ſhall think expedient, 
© ec.” Calderwood's Hiſt. p. 730. | 
Mr. John Scrimgeor Miniſter at Kinghorn, having been 
deprived of his miniſterial] Office, and ſentenced to Confine- 
ment in Dundee, by the High Commiſſion Court at Str. An- 
drews, March 1. 1620. he offered ſeveral Reaſons for ſtop- 
ing of their Sentence, which being diſregarded, he preſen- 
ted the following Proteſtation. I proteſt before the Lord 
© Feſus, that Iget manifeſt Wrong, my Reaſons and Alle- 
gations ate not conſid-red and anſwered , I arreſt you ro 
c anſwer before his glorious Appearance for this----and chal- 
< lenge exceptionem fort ad ligitimum forum et judicem ; like- 
© as Ia ppeal to the Lord Jeſus his eternal Word, the Kin 
© my dr-ad Sovereign his Laws, the Conſtitutions of this 
< Kirk and Kingdom, the Councils and Aſſemblies of both, 
© and proteſt that I ſtand Miniſter of the Evangel, and only 
c ©by Violence am thruſt from the ſame.* Calderwood's 
Hiſt. p. 749. | 

The Author of the Fulfilling of the Scripture relates the 
following Paſſage conct ning Mr. Robert Blair. After 
< ſome Time in the Miniſtry at Banger, he, with others of 
his worrhy Brethren, was ſilenced by the Biſhop, and, as he 
© rold, himſelf was in the Church, when the Biſhop (one Eck- 
© line) did himſelf intimate the Sentence; upon which Mr. 
© Þ/arr roſe up publickly in the Congregarion, and with great 
© Authority did cite the Biſhop to appear before the Tribu- 
*nalof Jqſus Chriſt, to anſwer for what he was doing, con- 
5 trary 
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*rrary to his own Lighr and Conſcience, againſt rhoſe whom 


© he knew to be faithful Miniſters of rhe Goſpel; whereupon | 


the Man was ſo aſtoniſned, that he immediately eried out, 
I appeal from the 1ribunal of the Fuſtice of God, to the Throne 
© of bis Mercy. To whom Mr. Blair replies, Sir, your Ap- 
* peal is rejected, for you know what your are doing is directly 
* againſt your Conſcience, which hath made you bear Witneſs 
to us as the Servants of Feſus Chriſt. A few Months after 
* che Biſhop fell ſick, and the Phyſicians enquiring about his 


CCaſe, he only could ſay, = ye and ſo died.“ Ful- 


filling of the Scripture, 2d Ed. 1671. p. 456. 
Mr. Robert MacWard delivered himſelf in the following 


Terms in a Sermon. As for my own Part, as a poor 


Member of this Church of Scotland, and an unworthy Mi- 
* nifter in it, I do this Day call you who are the People of 


God to witneſs, that I humbly offer my Diſſent to all 


Acts which are or ſhall be paſſed againſt the Covenants and 


Work of Reformation in Scotland, &c. 2dly. Proteſt, 


that J am defirous to be free of the Guilr thereof, and pray 
that God may put it upon Record in Heaven. Modarom's 
Hiſt. p. 78. | | 
Altho' Mr. Erskine doth not pretend to the ſame Meaſure 
of the Spirit with theſe great Men, yet he judged it his Duty 
to write after their Example, eſpecially when he found him - 
ſelf warranted by his Commiſſion in the Word of God ſo to 
do, where the Watchman is commanded of God to warn 
the Wicked of the Evil of his Way, as he would deliver his 
own Soul: And what is a dod&rmal Summons, but a Warning 
that Men muſt appear before God to give an Account of the 
Deeds done in the Body > And what is a dodfrmal Proteſt, 
but a ſolemn Declaration and Teſtimony againſt Sin and for 
Duty? And for this Way of ſolemn proteſting or witneſſing, 
Mr. Erskine and every other Miniſter have the Prophets for 
a Pattern , 1 Sam. viii. 9. Hombeit, yet proteſt ſolemnly 
unto them, and ſhew them the Manner of the King that ſhall 
reign over them; where the Lord, to ſhew his great Diſ- 


pleaſure at the People's Carriage towards him, 9 
PER RD rhe 


+ See Mr. MacWard's Defence before the Council, Wod- 
drow's Hiſt, p. 80, 81. | 5 
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the Prophet in his Name to proreſt againſt their Procedure. 
Howbeit, yet proteſt ſolemnly unto them, or, as the Words 
are rendred upon the Margin, notwithſtanding, when thou haſt 
ſolemnly proteſted againſt them, which Reading ſeems belt to 
agree both with the Scope, and what is ſaid Verſe 19. Ir 
isalſo clear from Fer. xi. 7. where the Lord ſums up all his 

| ſharp Expoſtulations, for not obeying his Voice and keeping 
his Covenant, in this very Term of proteſting earneſtly. For 
I carneftly proteſted unto your Fathers, in the Day that I brought 
them up out of the Land of Egypt, even unto this Day, riſing 
early and proteſting, ſaying, Obey my Voice. The above 
Practice is alſo warranted from 2 Thef}. ii. 1, Now we be- 
ſeech you, Brethren, by the Coming of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
and by our gathering together unto him. So that Mr. Er- 
Skine, or any other Miniſter in like Circumſtances, may ju- 
ſtify the above Practice, both from the Word of God, and 
the Example of other Miniſters that have gone before us. 

If the above Remarks upon the Libel againſt the ſeceding 
Miniſters are impartially conſidered, the Reader may nor 
only ſee that the ſaid Libel is groundleſs, bur alſo that the 
preſent Judicatures are ſtill going on in a Courſe of Defection 
from the Lord, and that they retuſe to be reclaimed, where- 
by they are filling up the Cup of their Iniquity; and this 
will further appear, when the Act paſſed againſt the Mini- 
ſters of the aſſociate Presbytery, by the laſt Aſſembly, is 
likeways conſidered. The Tenor whereof follows. | 


ACT of the General Aſſembly of the 
_ Church of Scotland, concerning the Mi- 
. nifters who ſeceded from the ſaid 

Church. | : 
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At Edinburgh the Nineteenth of May, One thouſand ſcorn 
©. hundred and thirty nine Fears. 


THE General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland hav- 
ing conſidered the Libel drawn up by the Commiſſion 

ot rhe laſt Aſſembly, and executed, in Purſuance of an Act 
of the Aſſembly, againſt Meſſieurs Ebenezer Erskine at Stir- 
| | ling. 
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e. lug, Milliam Wilſon at Perth, Alexander Moncrieff at Aber- 
ds nethy, James Fiſher at Ninclaven, Ralph Erskme at Dum- 
52 fermline, Thomas Mair at Orwall, Thomas Nairn at Abborſ* 
to hall, and James Thomſon at Burntiſland, Miniſters; together 
Ic with the Appearance of the {aid Defenders before this Aſ- 
is ſembly; and that after the Moderator, in Name of the 
18 Aſſembly, had fignified to them, Thar tho*they were cal- 
or © led here to anſwer to a Libel, the Aſſembly were v 

he * loath to be obliged to proceed upon it; and that, if the 
42 ſaid Defenders would naw ſhew a Diſpoſition to return to 


ve * rhe Duty and Obedience they owe to this Church, the Aſ- 
e- * ſembly r. to forgive all that was paſt, and to re- 
{A * celve them With open Arms.“ The ſaid Defenders, in- 
2 ſtead of accepting, or being thankful for ſuch Lenity, pro- 
u- duced, and offered to read as their Anſwer, a Paper, in- 
1d tituled, A of the aſſociate Presbytery, finding and declaring, 
{hat the preſent Fudicatures of this national Church are not 
1g lawful nor right conſtitute Courts of Chriſt ; and declining all 
OL Authority, Power and Furiſdifion, that the ſaid Fudicatures 
he may claim to themſelves over the ſaid Presbytery, or any of 
2N the Members thereof, or over any that are under their I 72 a 
e- tion; and particularly declining the Authority of a General Aſs 
is ſembly nom met at Edinburgh the 10th of May 1739. Upon 
i- which the Aſſembly cauſed the ſaid Libel to be read, and 
is then permitted rhe {aid Defenders, by the ſaid Mr. Thomas 
Mair, who ſpoke as the Mouth of them all, to read the ſaid 
Paper, and thereafter to give in the ſame, to which all che 
2 Defenders declared their Adherence; whereupon they were 
ordered to withdraw, after being directed by the Modera- 
tor to attend when they ſhould be again called upon by the 
21 Aſſembly; and they having been this Day again called, and 
. not compearing, the General Aſſembly found, and hereby 
50 find the ſaid Libel relevant to infer Depoſition; and do find the 
2 ſame alſo proven in its moſt material Articles, by the ſaid 
Paper produced by them as aforeſaid, and particularly 
finds it, by the ſaid Paper, proved, That the ſaid Defenders 
- have ſeceded and ſeparated from this Church, and have 
taken upon them to aſſociate themſelves into a Presbytery, 
and, as ſuch, have framed and publiſhed, and do adhere to 
the pretended Act, Declaration and Teſtimony libelleds where- 
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in they endeavour to aſſign the Grounds of their unreaſon- 
able and irregular Conduct, and rake upon them to con- 
\ demn this Church, and rhe Judicarures thereof, for their 
Proceedings, and to caſt many groundleſs and calumnious 
Reflections upon her and them. And further find, That 
the laid Defenders, by the Paper given in to this Aſſembly, 
have had the unparallelled Boldneſs to appear before the 
higheſt Judicaturs of this Church to which they had vow- 
ed Obedience, and, inſtcad of anſwering tor themſelves 
as Pannels or Defenders at the Bar, pretended to appear 
as a ſeparate, independent and conſtitute judicature, and 

to read or pronounce an Act of rheirs, condemning this 
Church, and the Judicarur-s thereof, upon ſeveral ground- 
leſs Pretences, and to decline the Authority of the ſame; 
and that they have further, in Preſence of the Aſſembly, 
by the ſaid Paper, taken upon them to ſpeak in moſt 
injurious, diſreſpectful and inſolent Terms, concerning the 
higheſt civil Authority: THEREFORE the General Aſ- 
ſembly DO FIND AND DECLARE, That the ſaid 
Defenders, for rhe Off..nc-s ſo found relevant and proven, 

do juſtly merit the hig heſt Cenſures of this Church, and par- 
ticularly that of Depoſition; BUT in reſpect that in this 
Aſſembly, before they procceded to call the ſaid Defenders, 

an Inclination had bern expreſt by ſeveral Members not ro 
proceed to a final Sentence againſt them at this Time, but 

to forbzar the ſame yer another Year, in order to give them 

a further Time to return to their Duty, and to render them 
till more inexcuſeable if they ſhould perſiſt in their unwar- 
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i rantable Separation; and tho', from their Behaviour ar their 
q 1 Appearance, and the Paper given in by them, there is lit- 
1 tle Hope left of their being reclaimed to their Duty, bur 
1 they ſeem derermin-d to continue in their moſt unwarran- 


table and ſchiſmarical Courſes, and, as far as in them 
lies, co ruin and deſtroy the Intereſt of Religion in this 
Church, this Aſſembly have thought fir ro forbear inflicting 
the juſt Cenſure upon them at this 17me, and to refer the ſame 
to the next General Aſſembly, ro which this Aſſembly do | 
earneſtly recommend to inflict the Cenſure of Depoſition, with-. 
out further Delay, upon ſuch of the ſaid Defenders as ſhall 
nor, betwixt and that Time, either in Preſence of the > no 
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LF 
miſſion tobe named by this Aſſ:mbly, orof the enſuing Ge3 
neral Aſſembly, retract rhe ſaid pretended Act and Decli- 


nature, and return to their Duty and Submiſſion to this 


Church. And the Aſſembly further recommend to all the 
Members of this Aſſembly, and particularly ſuch of them 
as ſhall be Members of the next Aſſembly, there to urge and 
inſiſt for their Compliance with this Recommendation, 
which this Aſſembly cannot allow themſelves to doubt will 


be granted, as it will then be abſolutely neceſſary for the In- 
tereſt and Credit of this Church, that the foreſaid Cenſure 


be pronounced and inflicted againſt ſuch of the ſaid Defend- 
ers as ſhall then be perſiſting in their Separation. And in re- 
ſpect the ſaid Defenders have not appeared, tho' called this 
Diet, the Aſſembly order their Commiſſion to cauſe cite them 
again, to appear before the next Aſſembly, to abide the 
Judgment thereof, upon the ſaid Libel, and the ſaid Paper 


given in by the Defenders inſtead of an Anſwer; to which | 


Aſſembly the ſaid Libel and Proceſs is hereby continued 
and referred as above. And as to one of the Defenders, Mr, 
James Thomſon Miniſter at Burntiſland, who was nor con- 
rained in the Act of the laſt Aﬀenibly, the General Af- 
ſembly, without determining on the Objection offered by 


his Pariſh to the Citation of him, did agree and refolve, 


That their Commiſſion do cite him de novo to anſwer to the 
next Aſſembly, for the Matters contained in the ſaid Libel 


and Paper given in by him and the other Defenders. Andi 


to the End the like ſchiſmatical and divifive Courſes, which 


have ſo much diſturbed the Peace and Quiet of the Church 


and of the Country, and are fo very contrary to ſerious Re- 


ligion and Godlineſs, may be, for hereafter, effectually diſ- 


couraged and prevented, the General Aſſembly ordains all 
Presbyt ries and Synods ſtrictly ro obſerve the Sixth Act 


of rhe Aſſembly 1708. intituled, Act for ſuppreſſing Schifms 


and Diſorders in the Church ; by which It is ſtrictly enjoin- 
«ed, and peremptorily appointed, Thar all the Presbyceries 
and Synods take particular Notice of all their Members, 
Preachers, or others under their Inſpection, and if they 
« find any Miniſters or others to fall into Irregularities, or 


c ſchiſmatical Courſes, that they duly call them to an Ac- 


count, and cenſure them according to the Merits - _ 
| : „Fault, 
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Ws | Fault, even to Depoſition of Miniſters and Efders, and 
I! 150 E to apply to the Commiſſion for their Advice, as they ſhall 
1 * _Eſee Cauſe. And without derogating from the Generality 


thereof, the Aſſembly ordains all Presbyteries, to whom 
any Miniſter ſnall preſume to give in a Seceſſion or Separati- 
on from this Church, forthwith to =_ Notice thereof to 
the Moderator of the Commiſſion of Aſſembly for the Time, 
and to inſtruct the Members of their Presbytery, who ſhall 
be Members of ſuch Commiſſion, to ask the Opinion and 
Direction of that Commiſſion at their firſt Diet after offer- 
ing ſuch Seceſſions, to the End, that if ſuch Presbyteries 
cannot in the mean Time prevail with the Brethren who 
ſhall ſo preſume to ſecede, to retract their Seceſſion, ſuch 
Brethren may be forthwith proceeded againſt, according 
to the above Act of Aſſembly; and what Opinions and 
Directions of the Commiſſion for the Time, as Presby- 
teries ſnall receive, agreeable thereto, theſe Presbyteries 
are hereby ſtrictly enjoined to follow the ſame; and in caſe 
5 any Presbytery, to whom ſuch Seceſſion or Separation 
* mx ſhall be given in, ſhall fail in their Duty in the Premiſſes, 
+. the Aſſembly ORDAINS the Synods, within "whoſe 
"Bounds they may ly, without Delay, to do therein as they 

- ſhall think fir, agreeable ro the above Act of Aſſembly 
and in caſe ſuch Synods ſhall fail in their Duty, the Aſſem- 

bly ORDAINS the Commiſſion to be appointed by this 
Aſſembly, to take ſuch Matters into their owh Cognizance: 
And in all ſuch Caſes, the Presbyteries, Synods, or Com- 
miſſion to be appointed by this Aſſembly, reſpectively, if 
they cannot quickly reclaim ſuch ſeceding Brethren, are 
hereby ordained to proceed againſt them, by Way of Libel, 

zo the Sentence of Depoſition. And the Aſſembly AP - 
POINTS, Thar a ſhort State of the Proceedings of the 

_- _ . Judicarures of this Church, with Relation to the foreſaid 
Miniſters, ſetting forth the gentle Methods uſed for reclaim- 

ing them, and their undutiful Behaviour to this Church, be 
drawn up by a Committee to be named for that Effect, and 
printed, and Copies thereof to be tranſmitted to each Preſ- 
bytery; and that all the Miniſters of this Church ſhall be 
careful to exhort the People, both publickly and private- 

Iy, co guard againſt all diviſive Courſes, and to keep the Uni- 
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& of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, as they would conſult 
the true Intereſt of ſerious Religion, and the Quiet of their 


Oountry. 5 * 


By the above Act of Aſſembly the Presbyterial Aſſocia. 
tion of the ſeceding Miniſters is condemned, as alſo their | 
judicial Act and Teſtimony, and particularly their A& and | 
Declmature read in Preſence of rhe ſaid Aſſembly; and the _ 
ſaid Miniſters are, upon the Grounds mentioned in the fore - 
ſaid Act, declared to merit the higheſt Cenſures of this a 
Church, and particularly that of Depoſition, whereby tha 
preſent Judicatures diſcover a perſecuting Spirit againſt ſach - . 
who are endeavouring to bear Teſtimony againſt their Deeds | 
which are evil, 1 John iii. 12. Bur tho? they load the ſe- 
ceding Miniſters in a very grievious Manner, ' with un- } 
© warrantable and ſchiſmarical Practices,“ and with doing 
what *in them lies ro ruin and deſtroy the Intereſt of Re- 
ligion in this Church; and thoꝰ they have earneſtly recom 
mended it to the next General Aſſembly to inflict the Cenſure 
of Depoſition without further Delay, yer the ſaid Miniſters 
may encourage themſelves in this, chat the Treatment gi- 
ven them is not ſingular, tis what they are warned of, that 
Men ſhall ſpeak all Manner of Evil againſt ſuch as ſhall en- 
deavour to lift up a Teſtimony for Chriſi and his Truths, 
and that ſuch ſhall be perſecuted and caſt out of the Syna- 
es. 
l ut it deſerves to be particularly obſerved, that the Aſſem- 
bly, in their firſt 45, Find that the Libel is relcunnt 20 
c infer Depoſition, and alſo they find the ſame proven in its 
moſt material Articles, by the Presbytery's Act and De- 
clinature read in their Preſence. Thus they find the Libel 
relevant in Bulk to infer a very heavy and weighty Cenfure, * 
yer they have not found any one Article thereof ro be con- 
trary to the Word of God, and our received and approven 3 
Standards. It may be left ro the unprejudiced World, to 0 
hudge if this is agreeable ro Presbyrerian Principles, or if ic 
is not rather of a Piece with the other magiſterial and arbi- 
Na ſtrary Steps which the preſent Judicarures have taken, and 
- [Which are particularly condeſcended upon by the aſſociate 
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The Aſſembly further adds, That the ſeceding Miniſte 
in their Act and Declinature read and pronounced in the 
Preſence, condemn the Judicarures of this Church upo 
ſeveral groundlefs Pretences. It is to be regretted that th 
Jate Allembly do ſpeak after this Manner of the Steps o 
Defection mentioned in the Act and Declinature, when the 
reckon the ſaid Steps of Defection that are mentioned there 
in to be nothing but groundleſs Pretences: It is a very lamen 
table Evidence that the Lord has left the preſcar Judicarures 
in a very great Meaſure, and that they make their Faces 
harder than a Rock, and refuſe to return, Jer. v. 3. 

Likeways the Aſſembly, in their above Act, charge the 
ſeceding Miniſters with ſpeaking in moſt injurious, inſo- 
£lent and diſreſpectful Terms concerning the higheſt civil 
Authority.“ But this Charge is laid in moſt general, and 
therefore in moſt injurious Terms. If they had dealt fair! 
and according to their Character as Miniſters and Elder 
met in an Aſſembly, they ought to have condeſcended upon 
thoſe Terms, concerning the higheſt civil Authority, which 
they reckon moſt injurious, diſreſpectſult und inſolent. As the 
above general Charge is laid with an evident Defign to ſti 
up the Wrath of civil Authority againſt the ſeceding Mi 
niſters, ſo it breathes out the ſame perſecuting Spirit which 
prevailed in the late Times of Prelacy, and which ordina 
rily diſcovers itſelf in corrupt Church-Men, who are carrying 
ona Courſe of Defection and Backſliding from the Lord, 
and who always hare and oppoſe a Teſtimony againſt rhei 
finful Courſes and Practices, and are tormented thereby. 
But it is plain, that, by the foreſaid general Charge, no- 
thing elſe can be meant than the Teſtimony that the Preſ- 
bytery Judged ir their. Duty co give againſt the Encroach 
ment made upon the Rights and Privileges of the ſpiritual 
Kingdom of the Lord Jeſus, in the late Act of Parliament 
anent Captain John Porteous, which was read in one Shape 
or other by moſt Part of the Miniſters of this Church, and 
the Sinfulneſs whereof was never teſtified againſt by any o 
the preſent Judicatures, and therefore, according to the 
Word of God they are juſtly chargeable with hating our 
Rulers in their Hearts, When they have ſuffered Sin ro Iy 
upon them, without reſtifying faithfully againſt rhe ſame, 
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Levit. xix. 17.------And the feceq i Niniſters cannot be 
reckoned guilty of ſpeaking in i n folent and difre- 


ſpedful Terms againſt the higheſt cIllehority, mor: than 


Feremiah and the other Prophets M yuilty of the me, 
when they reproved the Sins of the civil Rulers in their Days. 
But the ſeceding Miniſters muſt here obſerve with Regrer, 
that the preſent Judicatures are, by their Procedure, invol- 


ving themſelves more and more in deep Defection from the 


Lord; for it is plain, that when the Aſſembly have con- 
demned, in the above Manner, the Teſtimony that was 
given in their Preſence againſt the above Encroachment on 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, and the ſinful Compliance of the 
Miniſtry of this Church therewith, they have thereby con- 
demned a Teſtimony againſt the foreſaid Encroachment and 
Compliance, as a ſpeaking in moſt injurious, diſreſpectful 
and inſolent Terms of the higheſt civil Authority; and in like 
Manner, when the ſeceding Miniſters are declared ro de- 
ſerve the higheſt Cenſures of this Church, and particularly 
Depoſition, on account of their Teſtimony againſt the Sin- 


fulneſs of the foreſaid Act of Parliament, it is alſo plain 


that a ſilent Submiſſion unto the above Encroachment upon 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, without any ſuitable Teſtimony a- 
gainſt the ſame, is made a Term of miniſterial Communion 
by the preſent Judicatures. For, according to the above 
Words of their Act of Aſſembly, if any ſhall ſay that the 
Act of Parliament anent Captain John Portebus, contained 
a ſinful and Eraſtian Encroachment upon the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, they ſpeak in the moſt injurious, inſolent and diſre- 
ſpectful Terms of the higheſt civil Authority, and deſerve - 
the higheſt Cenſures of the Church, particularly that of 
The ſeceding Miniſters may conclude from the whole, that 
the preſent Judicarures, inſtead of ſhewing the leaſt Diſpoſi- 
tion to remove any of the juſt and warrantable Grounds of 
Seceſſion from them, by confeſſing their Iniquities and re- 
turning to the Lord, are going on reſolutely in a Courſe of 
Backſliding from him; and tho' they have been called to 
return to the moſt High, yet they refuſe to exalt him; and 
therefore the aſſociate Presbytery have good Ground and Rea- 


fon to judge it more and more warrantable and — 


f 


— —— ¶ 3 — - ai 
- 1 
Pe  & 
+ ; 


e a” 1 * hy = 
* 2 . * 4 , 
4 Na 7 , 1 1 9 r 
* * * 4 — I; "x — 4 2 2 . gy cas, * 
_—_ * ——— 0 ä * _ = ” — _ - * 
Fx * 9 7 Derr 2 „ _—_— 
. r * * 2228 2 p 2 
4 Sac T 1 5 — N = 


1 
** y 22 * at n * pa * 
— mm goon % — — ———— — 


— 
a * 


8 3 
.. 2 
dr rt oo e 
+ * N : * 


2 
1 — 


— — 1 —— — 5 — x 
7 2 A «- 06 4 — 2 
—＋ 


7, 99 
— T 


— * 
2 7 - 
* n 1 
2 2% Ayr —% = +. * < - 
nd * L * 


— — 0. 9 
RE "Pp a OR uw © 4 2 — 
oy” . * — 
= 


-_ — my p— - — a WP * "=. 
_— 7” WM * E 2. 
« 4 8 _ * 7 1 * 


4 4% 88 > ah... St 4 — 1 ＋ 82 1 — A, — 
. . Es J.. ͤ ͤ : Cong Bayer, 1 „ ]⅛ FI Aa RN a 
FCC TTT > dr Het <p eot eagt rn is Book 


Jer. v. 3, 5, 6.-----They have refuſed to retuin-----They have 


Lion out of the Foreſts ſpall ſlay them, and à Wolf of the E- 
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them to continue g in a Way of Secefflon from the 
prefent udĩcature ¶Qreceiyed Principles of this coves? 
nanted Church a and aꝶainſt a Courſe of Defecti__ 
on and Back ſlidiſ the ſame ; and they deſire ro pray 
that the Spirit of the Lord may be poured out upon them 
as a Spirit of Repentance and Reformation, left that aw. 

ful Threatning be accompliſhed upon them and the Land, 
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altogether broken the Yoke and burſt the Bonds. IWherefore a ? 
wenings ſball ſpoil them, a Leopard ſhall watch over their Ci 


ties ; every one that goeth out thence ſhall be torn in Pieces, "nl 


becauſe their Tranſgreſſions are many, and their Backſlidings 
are increaſed. And conſidering What a deep Hand all of } 


us have in the Provocation, have we not Reaſon to fear, 


leſt the Lord be ſaying, both by his Word and Providence 
at this Day, as it is Verſe g. Shall I not viſit for theſe. nl 
Things # faith the Lord - And ſpall not my Soul be avenged __ 
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